South West Sydney Academy of Sport
2018 ‘Wests Future Stars’ Para-Athlete Program Policy
	Who is Eligible
	Male and Female athletes turning 14 - 20 years in 2018, who live, go to school or play/represent their given sport in the South West Sydney Academy of Sport region, who have been selected within their chosen sport at a school NSW, NSW, or Australian national level, or have an appropriate NSW, or National ranking in their given sport.

	Selection Process
	Up to 10 regional based athletes may be offered a scholarship based on their recent performances, ranking and recommendations from respective state sporting organisations. Applications will be assessed by the SWSAS Future Stars selection panel. Personal interviews will be required. 

	Program year
	Scholarship offered is for a 12-month period.

	Program Outcomes
	Future Stars Para-athletes receive individual financial support and support. These scholarships are designed to assist athletes defray costs associated with skill training, sport education and competing at a high level such at state and national representation.

	Selection Criteria
	1. Athletes may be involved in an individual, or team sport, or in a sport category not currently supported by the Academy. Athletes who are eligible to apply for an Academy squad-based program during 2018 are ineligible.  Athletes maybe in another Academy program, in a different sport.
2. Scholarships will be offered based on the most recent performances by the athlete at state age level, or equivalent. 
3. An athlete is eligible for a 'Wests Future Stars' scholarship for a maximum period of 6 years, and must reapply annually, stating their current sporting position.
4. Athlete must be a member of a club, regional and or state sporting body.

	Appeals
	Subjectivity is an unavoidable element in all selections. Athletes, who feel the selection criterion has not been adhered to, should be aware that the Academy has a formal 'Appeals' process available.

	Program content
	The program requires the athlete to maintain monthly communication with the Academy administration centre, via the Sports Program Manager. Athletes are required to attend the Academy Athlete Induction and Drugs in Sport lecture. Athletes must be available for media interviews and provide up to date information to support the development of newspaper articles. Athletes must be available to support any sports development clinic, or community event deemed appropriate by the Academy.

	Athlete Benefits:
 
	♦ Financial support - grant of $1,000 towards uniform, graduation dinner, expenses incurred in gaining access to higher quality competition, training, facility access, gym fees etc. 
♦ High quality sports education. 
♦ Academy Uniform - training shirt, polo shirt, shorts, full tracksuit, cap and back-pack. Additional items available for purchase.
♦ Sport Science fitness testing and support.
♦ One invitation to annual Graduation and Sports Awards Dinner.
♦ Media recognition.

	Athlete Commitments
	♦ Attend all agreed program activities, including annual Graduation and Sports Awards Dinner and local Mayoral Reception.
♦ Demonstrate a quality commitment to the Future Stars program whilst on scholarship.
♦ Be committed to a holistic approach to development, both on and off the field.
♦ Comply with the training requirements and respond in a positive manner to any suggestion, or criticism. 
♦ Maintain an appropriate performance standard to continue to receive a scholarship.
♦ Behave and dress in a professional and dignified manner when representing the Academy and its sponsors.
♦ Wear Academy apparel when representing the Academy at events.
♦ Be available within reason, to support sponsors and the media for promotional purposes.
♦ Adhere to SWSAS anti-Doping policy.
♦ Maintain communication with the Academy and its coaching staff as required.

	Cost
	♦ Standard athlete levy $380 annually. 

	Applications
	♦ Open year-round
♦ Program period November to November
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