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Nurturing the growth of strong
women equipped to find their
place in the world means that
student leadership matters at
St Mary’s College. Our student
leaders give their voice to the
community, and they harness
the voice of all students in
shaping the development and
focus of each year.
At St Mary’s, we offer diverse leadership opportunities:
•

Our Student Representative Council lead us in
building a strong community centered in wellbeing
and relationships within the school and in
connection to the wider community

•

The Justice Leadership Team focus on awarenessraising and outreach about the things that matter
for young people and our Dominican Catholic
community

•

Leaders in Music, Drama, Sport and STEM focus
on strong classroom and extra-curricular cultures
in each leadership domain, adding to the diverse
experiences all students can experience at
St Mary’s.

Our student leaders are supported by teams of peers
and SRC and Justice student leaders from Reception
to Year 12. We grow strong leadership at every level
of the College.
We are delighted to introduce the 2022 student
leadership team.
Clare Nocka
Principal

2022
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Left to right: Emma Sexton, Matilda Jeffree, Madison Knighton, Abby Cenko, Francesca Maiese, Scarlett Cox,
Paula Kelly, Olivia Kelly, Sophie Economos, Harriet Burgess, Jasmine Edmonds, Lucy Palmer, Bronte Menz.
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COLLEGE CAPTAIN SRC

Emma
Sexton
I learnt that ‘leadership’ means strength,
empowerment, and determination. I believe this to be
true, but just as importantly, it means being able to
be vulnerable, truthful, kind, and have a willingness to
stand up even if it means standing alone. Through my
leadership, I hope to promote equity, confidence, and
individuality, inspiring all students to feel comfortable
to be themselves.
When I first started at St Mary’s in Year 8, I was
worried about the transition process and fitting
in. When I moved to St Mary’s, I was apprehensive
about finding friends and navigating an unfamiliar
environment. As I look back, I am so glad that I moved
to St Mary’s. I have found a group of genuine and loyal
friends who make me feel special and accepted. In
addition to this, some teachers continue to make me
feel included.
My vision for 2022 is to continue to make St Mary’s
a vibrant, welcoming, and safe environment that
nurtures the development of every individual.

“My vision for 2022 is to
continue to make St Mary’s
a vibrant, welcoming, and
safe environment that
nurtures the development
of every individual.”
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COLLEGE CAPTAIN JUSTICE

Francesca
Maiese
To me, Justice at St Mary’s is all about solidarity,
education, action and being a voice for the voiceless.
It is about using our privilege to lift others and ensure
equal opportunity and life for all. It is also about
ensuring that our typical home is protected and caring
for this earth as it cares for us.
Through sharing knowledge and raising awareness,
we all have a chance to make meaningful changes.
Whether this is through can drives or project
compassion, Eco Week or Justice Day, there are so
many opportunities in the school year to help create a
better world.
In 2022, I am eager to create a justice community with
one common goal of doing good and making change.
I am incredibly excited to be working with an
incredibly passionate leadership team and look
forward to the year to come!

“In 2022, I am eager to
create a justice community
with one common goal of
doing good and making
change.”
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DEPUTY COLLEGE CAPTAIN SRC

Scarlett
Cox
From the beginning of my St Mary’s College journey
in 2016, I have been proud to be part of a school
community dedicated to laying the foundation for the
achievement and success of its members in their own
unique goals.
As a student leader, it has been a privilege to watch
myself and other young people grow into confident
leaders that embrace and celebrate the diverse
perspectives and skills that our community members
hold and can use to initiate meaningful change.
As a senior leader of the school, my mission is
to empower young people as agents of change
and global-minded leaders by creating a school
environment in which everyone experiences a sense of
belonging, connection, wellbeing, and safety.
I am excited to be working in a team of passionate
leaders whose unique values and skills will achieve
great things in 2022.

“As a senior leader of the
school, my mission is to
empower young people
as agents of change and
global-minded leaders...”
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DEPUTY COLLEGE CAPTAIN SRC

Matilda
Jeffree
I started at St Mary’s in 2017 as a small Year 7 girl
nervous about my first day.
Through the years that followed, I began to learn
what it means to be a school leader. I saw how the
students led the school by their everyday actions, and
I recognised that their achievements required effort
and teamwork.
My mission for 2022 is to make sure that we continue
to build on the accomplishments of previous captains.
As the Student Executive team for 2022, we will work
together from day one to achieve our common goals.
2022 is a new year, and I don’t know what awaits us
next year, but I know that anything is possible if we
believe in each other as a team.

“My mission for 2022
is to make sure that
we continue to build
on the accomplishments
of previous captains.”
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DEPUTY COLLEGE CAPTAIN JUSTICE

Abby
Cenko
During my time here at St Mary’s College, I was
privileged with a range of opportunities to learn
and grow into the person I am today.
I have been an active member of the Justice
program for four years and representing the college in
sport. I hope to share my experiences and the passion
I have developed for justice with my fellow students
and the extended St Mary’s Community
to inspire passion in others and lead them to advocate
for positive change.
Recent years have shown a shift towards
interconnectedness in the community. I hope to
continue getting all school areas, working together to
achieve our common goals.
I am proud to represent the school as a leadership
team member and cannot wait for next year to see the
positive impact!

“I hope to share my
experiences and the
passion I have developed
for justice with my fellow
students and the extended
St Mary’s Community...”
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DEPUTY COLLEGE CAPTAIN JUSTICE

Madison
Knighton
In 2018 I began my journey at St Mary’s College as
a year eight student. Since I began, I have loved my
involvement in the school community through sports,
music, and passion for justice.
Now four years later, as a senior student and school
leader, I am excited to play my part in developing the
St Mary’s community to be even more welcoming,
inclusive, innovative, diverse, and outspoken.
As a Deputy Justice captain in 2022, I hope to
continue to lead the schools’ future leaders towards
a place of growth, diversity, open-mindedness, and
innovation. I am excited to take up my role and work
with the other school leaders to make it a better place
for all St Mary’s College Community members.

“I hope to continue to lead
the schools’ future leaders
towards a place of growth,
diversity, open-mindedness,
and innovation.”
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DRAMA COORDINATOR

Paula
Kelly
Throughout my time at St Mary’s College, I have been
involved in several productions and now lead the
school’s Arts Appreciation Society.
My involvement in Drama at St Mary’s has influenced
my passion for the Arts and has encouraged me to
apply for this position. My willingness to develop
leadership skills and value for teamwork will drive me
to work towards common goals.
I am looking forward to giving back, leading, and
helping all members of the Drama department ensure
that Performing Arts at St Mary’s is always enjoyable.

“I am looking forward to
giving back, leading, and
helping all members of the
Drama department ensure
that Performing Arts at St
Mary’s is always enjoyable.”
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DRAMA COORDINATOR

Bronte
Menz
My name is Bronte Menz, and I am beyond excited to
start my journey as a Drama Coordinator in 2022.
Since I was a child, I have been involved in the
performing arts, so I understand the importance of
the fantastic skills and incredible opportunities drama
can bring to a student. In the coming year at St Mary’s
College, I hope to invite everyone to the world of
drama, whether it’s someone’s career option, hobby or
just an interest.
As a performing arts leader, I want to emphasise and
build awareness around the drama community and
everything we offer here at the college. The drama
and performing arts society, facilities, and teaching
staff at St Mary’s are unbelievable. I want to encourage
everyone to find their place in our arts community,
express themselves, and step outside their comfort
zone.

“I want to encourage
everyone to find their
place in our arts community,
express themselves, and
step outside their comfort
zone.”
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SPORTS COORDINATOR

Lucy
Palmer
My St Mary’s College journey began in 2015, and I was
drawn immediately to our sports program.
Diversity and passion were showcased in all students
and staff, inspiring me to be involved in any way
possible. I am involved in many sports days, swimming
carnivals, and netball events allowing me to embody
the connectedness sport brings to our community.
From this, our sports program has provided me with
opportunities, relationships, and a sense of community,
one of the Dominican Pillars.
As Sports Coordinator, every student must engage in
sporting events within our school in some capacity,
and school sports teams and achievements recognised
in our community.
Striving to inspire students to be active members
in our sports program and aiming to increase
participation in physical activity at St Mary’s College
will reflect positively on my role as Sports Coordinator
for 2022.

“Striving to inspire students
to be active members in our
sports program and aiming
to increase participation in
physical activity at
St Mary’s College...”
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SPORTS COORDINATOR

Jasmine
Edmonds
The outstanding sports program is what led me
to enrol at St Mary’s College in 2018. The program
inspired me to extend beyond my limits and provided
opportunities and a community where I belonged and
felt safe.
Participation in sport has allowed me to develop the
colleges’ pride and values. Being elected as the CoSports Coordinator for 2022, I want to inspire younger
students to discover their passion for the sport. By
this, I will make it my responsibility to provide an
environment where each student can feel comfortable
and supported to go out of their comfort zone and try
new things.
I will advocate the importance of sport to increase
participation rates at the college. I truly believe sport is
the foundation to support and grow strong, powerful
women. As a leader, I have dedicated myself to the
sports program and look forward to the year ahead.

“I will make it my
responsibility to provide
an environment where
each student can feel
comfortable and supported
to go out of their comfort
zone and try new things..”
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MUSIC COORDINATOR

Harriet
Burgess
Hello! My name is Harriet, and I am very excited
to be the Music Coordinator with Olivia for 2022.
I came to St Mary’s in year seven and got involved with
music as soon as possible.
I love the music department at St Mary’s because it
has such a strong sense of community, almost like
a family. We support each other, and we learn and
develop our passion for music together while also
having a lot of fun.
I have always looked up to the talent and leadership of
previous music captains, and I am so grateful for the
opportunity to use my passion and love for music to
inspire and encourage younger students
to join the music department. I hope to empower them
to develop a passion for music like I did when
I first started.
I look forward to sharing music at many St Mary’s
community events and spreading the joy of music.

“We support each other,
and we learn and develop
our passion for music
together while also having
a lot of fun.”
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MUSIC COORDINATOR

Olivia
Kelly
From a young age, I knew that the music department
was a place where I could express my passion for
singing and become more interested and involved
in music.
Passionate and enthusiastic about the arts, I applied
for this role as I wish to bring new ideas and continue
to uphold the same values of inclusivity, positivity, and
community as previous music coordinators before
me. Past and present experiences throughout the
department have inspired me to develop my passion
and extend my leadership skills as a
Music Coordinator.
As a participative leader, I wish to involve the ideas
of others when making decisions and will carry out
my leadership throughout the music department and
school community in communication and cooperation
with others and provide lots of encouragement.
Harriet and I are incredibly excited to work together
next year as co-coordinators and are keen to see what
2022 brings!

“I wish to bring new ideas
and continue to uphold the
same values of inclusivity,
positivity, and community
as previous music
coordinators before me.”
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STEM COORDINATOR

Sophie
Economos
STEM provides fantastic opportunities for students
to approach problems critically, widen their
understanding of science’s application in synthesising
sustainable solutions for issues like climate change and
improve confidence. Through my time at St Mary’s,
my passion for STEM continues to grow, and I hope
STEM next year can provide avenues of inspiration and
opportunities for students.
When collaborating with others in leadership, I
embody a positive attitude to help encourage
and motivate others. I also think it is important to
recognise areas of improvement within STEM by
gaining students’ perspectives through surveys and
conversations. As a community, we can identify areas
of improvement to develop solutions better. In my
leadership next year, I hope to raise awareness around
the importance of women in STEM and provide
students with more opportunities to develop and
foster passions in STEM through science experiments,
women in STEM features, guest speakers, science
forums and more.

“I hope to raise awareness
around the importance
of women in STEM and
provide students with more
opportunities to develop
and foster passions in
STEM...”
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