
 

 

 

 
 

Clare Nocka 

Principal 

https://theconversation.com/what-would-seneca-say-six-stoic-tips-for-surviving-lockdown-144346
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Here at St Mary’s College, parents can become involved in our community 
through a number of different avenues as volunteers – Friends of Music 
group, Friends of Sport group, on excursions, and so forth. However, 
before doing so, as part of our Safeguarding Children responsibilities, 
there is a process for all staff and volunteers who work with our children 
and young people to go through. 
 
Child Safety Screening Procedures For Casual Employees, 
Contractors, Tutors, Pre-Service Teachers/Social Workers, 
Volunteers And Guest Presenters/Speakers has been developed in 
light of the National Safeguarding Children Standards. Its purpose is:  
 
1. To strengthen the process for taking on employees, contractors, 

tutors, pre-service teachers/social workers, volunteers and guest 
presenters/speakers who don’t usually go through the formal 
employment process.  

2. To centralise the screening process from expressions of interest to 
formal applications.  

3. To outline the storage and documentation process for screening 
procedures.  

 
These procedures apply to all staff, contractors, tutors, pre-service 
teachers/social workers, volunteers and guest presenters/speakers, and is 
supported by staff working within or for St Mary’s College. 
 
All volunteers are required to provide a Working With Children Check 
(WWCC), Responding to Abuse and Neglect 2 hour volunteer training 
certificate and the names and contact details of two referees to the school.  
 
A Catholic police clearance is also undertaken, by the school. Once all the 
relevant paperwork has been submitted, the Catholic Police Clearance 
has been conducted, and the referee checks undertaken, volunteers will 
be invited in for an Induction. It is only after all of these steps have been 
conducted, including the Induction, that volunteers can start. 
 
Therefore, we would advise any parent who wishes to volunteer at the 
school in any capacity (including on excursions) to perhaps think and plan 
ahead and start the process sooner rather than later. The process can’t be 
something that’s undertaken at the last minute, due to the steps and time 
involved. 
 
If you have any further questions about the process, please don’t hesitate 

to contact either myself: lorna.starrs@stmarys.sa.edu.au or 
the Nominated Authorised Person (NAP) at our school, 
Pauline Mills: pauline.mills@stmarys.sa.edu.au 

 
Lorna Starrs 
Deputy Principal 

 

Although we are just over half-way through this year, we are about to hit a 
very exciting time in the Senior School calendar with our current Year 10 
and Year 11 students selecting subjects for 2022. 
 

As our Senior students plan to move into Stage 1 and 2 of their SACE 
journeys, they have a greater opportunity to focus on their individual areas 
of interest and explore their future pathways post school. 
 

We support students in making these decisions with our Subject Selection 
Information Sessions and Subject Expos for Year 11s on Wednesday 11 
August, and Year 10s on Wednesday 25 August. The Expo gives students 
an opportunity to look at samples of student work, course outlines and ask 
Learning Area Leaders questions about specific courses.  
 

Conversations with Subject Teachers are also crucial. Students need to 
engage with their teachers and have them sign-off on their request to 
undertake a subject in 2022 on their Subject Selection Form.  
 

Our 2022 Curriculum Information Book can be found on our website 
explaining all subject details. Other good sources of information are the 
2022 SATAC Guide and University and TAFE websites. It is also a great 
idea to go to the University Open Days from 13 - 15 August.  
 

We would like to personalise the whole Subject Selection process by 
inviting you and your daughter to individual Subject Selection Counselling 
appointments to discuss pathways, flexibilities and options at the following 
times: 
 

• Year 11 Subject Counselling Appointments – Wednesday 1 

September 1:45 – 8pm 

• Year 10 Subject Counselling Appointments – Wednesday 8 

September 1:45 – 8pm   
 

Details regarding booking and what to bring to the 
appointment will be communicated shortly.  
 
 
 

Tracey Thursby 
Director of Teaching and Learning 

 

Did you know you can follow St Mary’s College via Facebook, Instagram 
and now YouTube! 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCFB 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube 
 

A great way to catch up with what is happening in our College community. 

mailto:lorna.starrs@stmarys.sa.edu.au
mailto:pauline.mills@stmarys.sa.edu.au
https://bit.ly/STMCFB
https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram
https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube
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Junior School Arts Morning 
 
At the end of Term 2, together with our Creative Arts team, St Mary's 
College Junior School students presented the Semester 1 Dance, Drama, 
Music performances and Visual Arts exhibition.  
 

Throughout Term 2 in Visual Arts, our Junior School students explored clay 
making skills of slab construction, glazing and painting. On the final day of 
Term 2, an exhibition was held of the creative and unique clay designs at 
the Junior School Arts morning in the Centre of Performing Arts. Families, 
students, and staff wandered through the foyer space before and after the 
dance, drama and music performances. 
 

Reception - Leaf dials 
Year 1 - Collaborative Beehive display 
Year 2 - Koi Fish 
Year 3 - Rainbows 
Year 4 - Enchanted Mushroom Display 
Year 5&6 - Fortune Cookies 
 

The Junior School Arts Morning was an incredibly joyful sharing of the 
learning across the Arts in Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Arts. All 
students from Reception to Year 6 demonstrated how the creative arts 
provide them with invaluable opportunities to demonstrate their 
collaborative skills, explore and understand the value of process and be 
courageous risk-takers in their learning. 
 
Youtube Link to Creative Arts Morning – Happy Viewing! 
https://youtu.be/aXrnGFIcn2o 
 
Mandy Hancock 
Director of Arts 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 

Year 9 student Isabel B is excited to be starting her Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award this week! Teaming up with St Aloysius College, St Mary's 
College is now offering the opportunity to engage in the Duke certificate.  
 

'I just wanted to do something fun and build on my skills. It's a great 
challenge to try out!' - Isabel.  

New Reception Students 
 

Our St Mary's College community welcomes our latest 2021 Reception 
students and their families. 
 

Our 'newbies' enjoyed exploring and investigating their new surroundings 
with their 'oldie' classmates!  
 

We look forward to sharing their student-life journey as part of our St 
Mary's College family!  

https://youtu.be/aXrnGFIcn2o
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https://events.humanitix.com/sala-reception-to-year-10-to-belong-exhibition
https://events.humanitix.com/sala-gather-and-create-evening
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Congratulations to the Senior Music Ensembles of St Mary’s College who 
were involved in the “Come Together” concert held in June at St Michael’s 
College for an audience of over 700 people.  
 

This enormous gig involved over 300 students from four Catholic 
Secondary Colleges – St Mary’s, St Michael’s, CBC and Nazareth.  
 

Students not only performed in their various school ensembles, but also 
formed a Concert Band of 105 students directed by David Longden, 180 
voice choir directed by Kylie Ferreira and Hamish Buckley and a 35 piece 
String Orchestra led by Lester Wong, the director of the St Mary’s College 

String Orchestra! 
 

 Congratulations to all students involved – you represented 
the St Mary’s College Music community brilliantly! 
 

Sue Rodger 
Director of Music 

 
The RACI Australian National 
Titration Competition, run by the 
Royal Australian Chemical 
Institute, is designed to 
encourage secondary students 
who enjoy Chemistry to develop 
their scientific skills and 
understanding. In teams, students 
compete against other schools 
across SA with the chance to 
then compete at a national 
level. Each team member 
performs two sets of acid-base 
titrations in order to determine the 
unknown concentration of a weak 
acid with use of a phenolphthalein 
indicator. St Mary's College 
entered three teams of Chemistry 
students from Year 11 and Year 
12. They enjoyed perfecting their 
technique and striving for that 
perfect shade of pink in the 
indicator.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia Green 
Science Learning Area Leader 
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St  Mary’s  College  Absentee Phone Line  
8216 5716  

Please telephone before 9.30 am if your 
daughter is absent 

 

St  Mary’s  College  Uniform Shop 
8216 5719 

Opening times -  Monday  8.00 am - 11.00 am 
   Wednesday 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
   Thursday 8.00 am - 11.00 am 

 

St  Mary’s  College  OSHC : 8216 5743  

SMC Garden Group 
 

Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how does our garden grow? 
 

Our 'Garden Group' students are thrilled to see the growth of our winter 
vegetable garden, kindly donated by Bunnings Mile End.  
 

Our student community will use beetroots, snow peas, baby spinach and 
herbs galore to learn about fresh produce.  






