Clare Nocka
Principal

Our Year 10s leapt into the “Illuminate: nextgen Challenge 2021” last
week, working as teams to identify responses to problems in our local
community based on the Adelaide City Council's recently adopted
strategic plan focusing on 'innovation start-ups and entrepreneurialism by
2024'.

Uniform Shop
Hambours will be closed for the first week of the school holidays. All
Hambours retail stores, online stores and wholesale will also be
closed from Saturday 3 July to Saturday 10 July inclusive.
Hambours will return to normal trading hours from Monday 12 July.
Hambours manufacturing (factory) will be closed from 5 July to 16 July
inclusive.
The St Mary’s Uniform shop will re-open Monday 19 July.

Their innovative entrepreneurial solutions are developing through
consultation with mentors, and they will now tackle the development of
their business canvases, financial plans, marketing and pitch
presentations.

Hambours Royal Park will be open all of the second week of the school
holidays.

The challenge is an exciting week designed to build resilient, creative and
critical thinkers prepared for the world beyond St Mary's College.
It was great to see students' eagerness to tackle homelessness, mental
health, toxic cultures and technological issues.
We look forward to seeing what teams develop as the
week progresses!

Over the past 18 months, our Junior School in collaboration with Catholic
Education and the Australian Childhood Foundation (ACF) have
undertaken an inquiry project called Making SPACE For Learning, which
aimed to enhance trauma responsive practices for our junior school
students.

Celeste Fontanabella
Year 10 Coordinator

Over 2020-2021 we have been successful in embedding a range of
practices into everyday life, with the focus on creating safer, calmer and
more predictable environments.
More specifically, we believe the delivery of daily mindfulness activities
along with brain education through the Mindup Curriculum has made a
significant difference for many of our students, supporting them to have
the skills to feel calm, connected and able to engage in their learning.
Our focus is to keep this work alive in embedding our knowledge of trauma
informed practices into the everyday activities, learning and wellbeing of
our students.
The most significant changes have been:

•
•
•
•

•
•

Classrooms are set up to provide safe, predictable spaces and
routines to support students to be calm, connected and ready to
learn.
Teachers are more in tune with student needs, and by
recognising signs of dysregulation earlier, are able to support
students through various strategies.
The implementation of Mindfulness activities after each breaktime
by all teachers/staff including specialist teachers to support
student’s engagement in learning.
The language used in classrooms with teachers & staff talking
about the brain more regularly in conversations, using concepts
such as flipping your lid, needing time to calm your brain down
and referring to the 5-point scale.
Students from Reception-6 can talk about the brain and what
each part is responsible for.
Students can identify where they are on the 5-point scale and
identify strategies to support their own self-regulation.
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On 5 June, the world celebrated World Environmental Day, a day devoted to raising awareness for
the environment. Here at SMC, the Justice leaders hosted Enviroweek with an aim to raise
awareness for the environmental and the environmental right here at SMC. The week was filled with
a variety of activities, from educational clips to pop quizzes focused on the schools split bin system.
To finish off the week, the Justice Representatives hosted the annual SMC Eco Market, where
students were able to purchase eco-friendly products with all proceeds going towards future SMC
gardening projects. The students were creative with their stalls from pre-loved books to
information stalls. The Year 5/6 students spent a week prior to the market making
beeswax wraps. These were a huge hit and the students enjoyed the experience.
Jean-Marie Nguyen
Student Leadership Coordinator & Youth Minister
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Small Jazz at Her Majesty’s Theatre
St Mary's Small Jazz Ensemble recently performed at the Grote Business Precinct
21st birthday celebrations. The event was held in the beautifully refurbished Her
Majesty's Theatre Dress Circle Foyer, with MC Douglas Gautier, CEO & Artistic
Director of the Adelaide Festival Centre.
Guests included the Hon. Lord Mayor Sandy Verschoor, Deputy Lord Mayor Mary
Couros, Hon. Rachel Sanderson MP - Member for Adelaide, Adelaide City Councillors,
current and past presidents, committee members and guests.
Our students entertained guests with popular jazz standards and also provided a funky
version of 'Happy Birthday' to celebrate the occasion!

The night was a wonderful celebration that continues to connect St Mary's College with
our city community and, in particular, our association with the Grote Business Precinct.
Concert Choir Workshop & Adelaide Choral Eisteddfod competition
Thank you to Young Adelaide Voices Artistic Director Christie Anderson for working with our St Mary’s Senior Concert Choir in the lead up to the Adelaide
Choral Eisteddfod. She inspired our vocalists with suggestions, and they loved experimenting with their sound in different and fun ways.
Congratulations to both the Middle School Concert Choir and the Senior Concert Choir who both placed second in their sections for the Choral Eisteddfod
– what a fabulous result for both groups!
Instrumental and Vocal Concerts
16 vocal and piano students of Pat Arulapalam performed in the CPA for their friends and family with a concert revolving around the theme “If I could write
a book”. All the students involved put on an entertaining and high-quality performance. Thanks to both Pat for preparing the students and Eileen McCabe
who put the beautiful power point together
and assisted the students on stage through
the script.
A few days later, over 60 student performers
ranging from Year 1 to Year 12 had an
invaluable experience performing for their
family and friends under lights in the Centre
for the Performing Arts at the Instrumental &
Vocal Concert Day. Thanks to all students for
their participation and to instrumental and
vocal tutors for their support.
The Music Department looks forward to
hosting another Instrumental & Vocal Concert
Day in Term 4!

Sue Rodger
Director of Music
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Premier’s Reading Challenge 2021
Just a reminder that there are around 70 more days for your daughter/
s to complete the Premier’s Reading Challenge. The completed forms
are due by 3 September 2021.
https://premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au/
If you have any queries about the Challenge, please do not hesitate in
contacting me. The Library staff members are happy to assist your
daughters with completing forms.
Library Displays
Currently in the Library, we have some amazing pieces of students
work on display.

This includes; Year 4 Art Work, Year 5 Gold Rush Dioramas, Year 9
Great Exhibition models from the Industrial Revolution
and Year 11 Mathematical Methods students Graph
Paintings.
Please feel free to drop in and take a look!
Eileen McCabe
Coordinator of Information Resources
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The theme this year was ‘more than a word, reconciliation takes action’.
To celebrate Reconciliation Week, the SRC (Student Representative Council) Leadership group led the school through a week’s worth of activities and
celebrations. The students experienced a variety of educational resources shared with them by the student leaders, such as the Uluru statement of the
heart, a podcast with David Booth (a representative of the Peramangk people of the Adelaide Hills),
and the significance of Mabo Day.
Throughout the week, students were also invited to decorate rocks
which will be added to the school’s indigenous garden. To finish off the
week there was a morning Reflection and Liturgy. We
were joined by Indigenous families within our school
community and David Booth, a dear friend of our SMC
community.
Jean-Marie Nguyen
Student Leadership Coordinator & Youth Minister
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Earlier this term, as a Year 11 cohort, students travelled to Nunyara Conference Centre in Belair. With Year 11 exams fast approaching, it was lovely to all
be together in one place, focussing on who we are as people, what strengths we bring to relationships, and taking some time away from daily
responsibilities. Over the two days, students participated in the Enneagram test to explore what specific number resonated
the most with them. Each number correlated to a particular type of personality and identified both strengths and weaknesses.
So many students believed they are a mixture of a few numbers, and it was so interesting learning about each of the
different types and understanding each other that little bit more.
Scarlett and Danika
Year 11 students
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St Mary’s College Absentee Phone Line
8216 5716
Please telephone before 9.30 am if your
daughter is absent
St Mary’s College Uniform Shop
8216 5719
Opening times - Monday
8.00 am - 11.00 am
Wednesday 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Thursday 8.00 am - 11.00 am

St Mary’s College OSHC : 8216 5743

Did you know you can follow St Mary’s College via Facebook, Instagram
and now YouTube!
https://bit.ly/STMCFB
https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram
https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube
A great way to catch up with what is happening in our College community.
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