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Welcome back everyone, and a special welcome to the new families in our 
school community…it’s great that you have joined us, and we look forward 
to getting to know you during your time here at the school.  
 

Ensuring our school is a safe place for all 
We wish to assure all parents and caregivers of our absolute commitment 
to ensuring that St Mary’s College is a safe place for all. 
 

• Our staff are committed and trained to protect the children and young 

people in our care;  

• All staff and volunteers have current police checks; 

• We teach our children age-appropriate strategies to keep themselves 

safe through South Australia’s Keeping Safe Child Protection 
Curriculum;  

• Staff complete certification and undertake regular updated training in 

Responding to Abuse and Neglect in Education and Care Settings; 

• We also promote strategies to minimise bullying and help students 

stay safe online. 
Additional information about the broader protection policies of Catholic 
Education SA can be found on their website.  
 

http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/safe-environments-for-all  
 

The website also includes links to online resources for parents and 
students on a range of topics including anxiety, depression, bullying and 
how to support your child.  
 

If you have any questions or concerns about child safety, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 

Safeguarding our Children 
The National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (NCSS) are a framework to 
promote safety of children through policies and activities to prevent, 
respond to and report concerns regarding child abuse. 
 

They are designed to drive cultural and behavioural change and promote 
accountability and transparency of Catholic Church leaders and their 
ministries and entities. 
 

There are ten standards, 49 criteria and 111 indicators all up. The ten 
Standards are inter-related and inter-dependent. 
 

There are three categories regarding the application of the Standards: 
 

1. Working with children; 
2. Contact with children; 
3. No contact with children. 
 

In this newsletter is a copy of the St Mary’s College Commitment 
Statement to Safeguarding our Children, a commitment we take very 
seriously.  
 

Student Services Office (SSO) 
A couple of reminders in regard to the SSO process, especially in regard to 
sickness and early departures from school: 

• The SSO is a short holding bay only – students can only stay up to 

45 minutes, largely due to space issues and the number of students 
that come in and out of the SSO each day. We acknowledge that it’s 
sometimes difficult for parents to get away from work to pick up their 
daughter, but please understand our difficulty in having more than 
two or three students in the sick room at a time, especially with a 
population of 840 students. 

• The school/SSO cannot give out any medications without a medical 

authority on hand (usually a document from your daughter’s doctor), 
and this includes Panadol and other similar medication. Any 
prescription medication that students are required to take, must be 
taken in the SSO under the support of the SSO Officer. 

• Parents are asked to ring or email the SSO or write a note regarding 

their child leaving early or attending an appointment. Students are 
asked to come to the SSO to be signed out before they leave the 

College, and then wait in the Front Office to be picked up. If your 
daughter messages you asking you to come and pick you up, please 
direct her to the SSO who will follow things through and contact you. 

 

Extended non-health student absences 
St Mary’s College recognises that, at times, students need to be absent 
from school for reasons other than health.  These occasions may include 
family holidays, family occasions that require several days’ absence or 
participation in events with other family members, with workplaces or 
similar institutions. 
 

Should it be planned that your daughter will be absent from school for a 
non-health related reason, for three days or more, we ask that written 
communication is made directly to the Sub-School Director outlining the 
reason for your daughter’s absence and the dates affected. Please ensure 
a minimum of two weeks’ notice is given to the College. Should your 
daughter’s absence be longer than six weeks, a minimum of four weeks’ 
notice is needed.   
 

Junior School students will be asked to keep a diary of their experiences 
while they are away, which they will hand in to their Care Group teacher 
upon their return to school. 
 

Middle and Senior School students will be expected to negotiate with 
individual teachers the completion of work missed, where possible. This 

may include renegotiating due dates, completing work 
while away, or completion of work missed upon returning 
to school depending on the length of time absent from 
school, the task requirements, etc. 
 

We appreciate your support in this matter. 
  
Lorna Starrs 
Deputy Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know you can follow St Mary’s College via Facebook, Instagram 
and now YouTube! 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCFB 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram 
 

https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube 
 

A great way to catch up with what is happening in our College community. 

  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reconciliation             Confirmation          First Holy Communion 
 
If there are any students in Years 5-8 who have not yet celebrated their 
Sacraments of First Reconciliation, Confirmation and/or First Holy 

Communion, but are keen to do so in 2021 with the school 
community, please contact Ms Anne Soldan for an 
application form. asoldan@stmaryscollege.catholic.edu.au  

 
Anne Soldan 
Coordinator of Sacraments  

http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/safe-environments-for-all
https://bit.ly/STMCFB
https://bit.ly/STMCInstagram
https://bit.ly/STMCYouTube
mailto:asoldan@stmaryscollege.catholic.edu.au
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Interactive Presentations 
These interactive presentations are a wonderful opportunity for families to 
learn from psychologists Kirrilie Smout (Developing Minds) and Ivan 
Raymond (Life Buoyancy Institute Foundation) about a range of topics 
including starting primary school, wellbeing and success in secondary 
school and conversation strategies for parents. Please follow the links to 
watch live or watch later. 
 

Tuesday 23 February at 7.00pm  
The Challenges and Adventures of Primary School: A Parent’s Guide. 
 

Tuesday 2 March at 7.00pm 
Wellbeing and Success from the Start of Secondary School: What Parents 
and Caregivers Can Do. 
 

Wednesday 31 March at 7.30pm (for Grade 6 – 11 parents and 
caregivers) 
Children and young People who Shut down and Avoid Talking: What Do I 
Do? 
 

Parent Webinars  
Supporting our children to be safe and have fun online is an ongoing 
journey in modern parenting. The e Safety commissioner has developed a 
range of parent webinars at various times to enable parents to explore the 
latest research and they are a great way to learn how you can help your 
child develop the skills to be safer online.  
 

All sessions are delivered by eSafety's expert education and training team.  
 

You can find registration to this webinars at: 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars 
 

 
Jo Cains 
Director: Student Wellbeing 

 

Mobile Phones 
Developing healthy mobile phone habits is an important part of the 
learning we support in young people. The school day is a good opportunity 
for a daily detox, it enables students to be engaged in learning and social 
development. The sub-school guidelines are as follows: 
 

• Junior School - As part of your start of day routines, students hand 

their phone to the teacher. 

• Years 7 – 11 - Phones are on silent and in lockers unless they are 

needed for learning. The teacher will indicate if the students need 
them. Phones can be checked at the start of breaks for any 
messages regarding work, training or transport arrangements. 

• Year 12 - Phones are not visible; they can be in pockets on silent and 

with notifications off. If they become a distraction, they can go in 
lockers. 

 

Please support our policy by using the Front Reception or Student 
Services Office (SSO) to leave messages for your child. Do not contact 
them via their phone. If your child is unwell, they can go to the SSO. If they 
are distressed there are many adults at school who can support. We will 
contact home if we need to. 
 

Uniform 
Our College uniform is an outward reflection of our identity as a 
community. The correct presentation of the school uniform is a shared 
responsibility between home and school and as such, forms part of the 
agreement signed at enrolment. All members of the community are 
responsible for supporting our young people to comply with the policy. 
Wearing the uniform correctly is a mark of respect for self, for the College 
and for living in a way that meets the expectations of the community of 
which each student is a part. It is a simple, yet fundamental commitment to 
being in relationship with the College. Ideally, we would like all students to 
understand and follow the policy autonomously, managing their own 
choices and behaviour without the need for punitive intervention to achieve 
compliance. We understand, however, that some young people will need 
support, and this will be the main purpose of any uniform “follow up” that 
needs to be undertaken with students. 
 

Areas in which parents and carers can support the school: 
 

• Uniform length – it is designed to be worn at or below knee length. 

Sitting at the top of the knees is fine, if it is any shorter the hem 
needs to be taken down. 

• Nails – all coloured sns, shellac and acrylic needs to be removed. 

Only clear nails are allowed, they must be no longer than the tips of 
the fingers. 

• Jewellery - a moderate approach to jewellery that is in keeping with 

the school uniform is appropriate. This includes a single plain ring, 
small cross/religious medallion and small, thin, sleepers or studs. 

• Make Up – we recognise that young people can become self-

conscious about their skin, a light tinted moisturiser or foundation are 
acceptable. False eyelashes and heavy make-up are for events 
outside school hours 

• PE Uniform – the PE uniform is only worn for the school day when 

students have PE lessons. When they have before and after school 
training, students are required to change.  

 

If for some reason your child is not in the correct uniform, please notify 
their Care Group teacher. If they are required to wear the PE Uniform for 
days other than sport lessons, parents will be notified via SEQTA. 
 

When students are not in correct uniform and the school has not been 
notified, a pastoral care note will be entered in SEQTA and parents/carers 
will be notified. We will work in partnership with families to support your 
child in the correct wearing of the uniform. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars
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St Mary’s College is an Allergy Aware school with policies and procedures in 
place to provide care for the wellbeing of staff and students with allergies. 
Anaphylaxis is an allergic reaction that in some cases can be severe and 
even life threatening. It is important that the school has medical information 
and medication along with an annually updated medical care plan for 
students with Anaphylaxis.  
 

As a community, we can all provide support by not sending students to 
school with food containing nuts; things like peanut paste or Nutella in 
sandwiches is a common issue. Given that the most extreme reactions can 
be caused by contact with surfaces or in the proximity of the allergen, this is 
one precaution we can take as a community. It also helps when providing 
food for school events and fundraisers, if we avoid food containing nuts. 
 

Our Allergy Awareness Guidelines are on the website. Please contact us if 
you have any questions or concerns. 
 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wh1.thewebconsole.com/
wh/4810/images/AllergyAwareGuidelinesJan14.pdf 

             

St  Mary’s  College  Absentee Phone Line  
8216 5716  

Please telephone before 9.30 am if your 
daughter is absent 

 

St  Mary’s  College  Uniform Shop 
8216 5719 

Opening times -  Monday  8.00 am - 11.00 am 
   Wednesday 1.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
   Thursday 8.00 am - 11.00 am 

 

St  Mary’s  College  OSHC : 8216 5743  
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I would like to communicate some important reminders and requests 
regarding  traffic safety and awareness. Observations and parental 
feedback have indicated some dangerous driving behaviours which 
compromise student and community safety particularly in Franklin Street 
at the beginning and end of the day.  
 
We ask that all community members follow the simple manageable 
requests below which are based on traffic safety guidelines from Adelaide 
City Council and the need to prioritise community safety over individual 
need. 
 
PLEASE do not park your vehicle in the Drop Off/Pick Up Zone adjacent 
to the main gates between 8.00 and 9.00 am and 3.00 and 4.00 pm. 
 

• You must not stop in a NO STOPPING Zone, even for a few seconds 

to pick up your child. 

• You may stop in a NO PARKING ZONE for a few seconds to pick up 

a child who is waiting nearby. You must not park or leave the vehicle. 
 
PLEASE do not double park on the outside of parked vehicles – this is 
dangerous and blocks the bike lane.  
PLEASE consider delaying your arrival to collect your daughter at the end 
of the day by 5/10 minutes. 
PLEASE understand that it is not possible for all parents to collect their 
daughters at 3.15 pm outside the main gate. 
PLEASE drive around the block if necessary. 
PLEASE consider parking a little further away and allowing yourself/your 
daughter to walk. 
PLEASE model responsible behaviour by always using the pedestrian 
crossing to cross Franklin Street. 

 

Your cooperation in these matters will be greatly valued 
and appreciated. 
 
 

 

Peter Channing 
Director of Administration and Operations 

 

Safer Internet Day is a global event that will be celebrated on the 9th 
February. This year’s theme is ‘Together for a better internet’.  
This global day is an opportunity for awareness to be raised about online 
issues and share strategies for staying safe online.  
 

The theme focuses on asking everyone to start a conversation on how to 
help make the internet better for everyone.  
 

We all have a part to play and we are encouraging all Australians to start the 
chat about online safety at home, school, work and in their community - on 
Safer Internet Day and every day. 
 

With children as young as two years old now having access to the internet, it 
is never too early to start the chat about online safety. To help parents start 

the chat with their children, the eSafety Commissioner will 
launch new resources that can help guide us in our chats. 
The link below will take you to this year’s resources. 
 

www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/events/safer-internet-day-2021 
 

Giovanna Iannicelli 

Technology Learning Area Leader 

 
This year a Middle School Homework Club will be run after school every 
Tuesday for students in Years 7 - 9 from 3:30pm to - 4:30pm, in B22. 
MS Homework Club will begin in Week 3 (9 February). 
 
Natasha Williams, Liz Munday and Kate Pill 
(Middle school – Year Level Coordinators). 

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wh1.thewebconsole.com/wh/4810/images/AllergyAwareGuidelinesJan14.pdf
https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/wh1.thewebconsole.com/wh/4810/images/AllergyAwareGuidelinesJan14.pdf
http://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/events/safer-internet-day-2021

