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i everyone and welcome to the first issue

of Words’Worth for 2014. It has been quite

a politically-charged start to the year, with
Christopher Pyne announcing a review of the
Australian Curriculum, the Greens leading
an inquiry into school funding, the growth of
Independent Public Schools in Queensland,
and the establishment of a Ministerial Advisory
Group on Teacher Education. All of these policy-
level movements have significant implications for
English teaching, which we will see unfold over
the year.

In this current context of English teaching,

it seems that the theme for our 2014 State
Conference is very appropriately titled, “Great
Expectations: Stability and Change in English
Teaching” The theme captures the sense of the
‘moment’ we're in, where there is much optimism
and goodwill in English teaching, yet at the same
time, we are facing numerous complexities and
challenges in the profession. I encourage you to
consider presenting and/or attending this year’s
conference as well as thinking about contributing
to the next couple of issues of Words'Worth if
you are able to spare a little time from your busy
schedule.

As always, we have some really great
contributions to this issue. Kate Townsend
starts by providing a really thought-provoking
reflection on her experiences at last year’s
AATE-ALEA national conference and considers
the explicit modelling of writing in the English
classroom. This is followed by some information
on the Medal of the Order of Australia for

Paul Sherman, a founding ETAQ member and
recently-awarded life member.

John Acutt shares with us a heartfelt poem
called, The Teacher, while Garry Collins gives us
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EDITORIAL

Stewart Riddle

University of Southern Queensland

the second instalment of A Bushranger’s Story.

If you'd like to read the first instalment, you'll
find it in Vol. 46, No. 2. Given the recent
criticisms in the Australian about the lack of
poetry in schools, Garry’s excellent resources are
most welcome!

The 2013 ETAQ Secretary’s Report is provided in
full for members to see the great range of activities
and engagements of the organisation last year. It is
an impressive set of achievements and something
for which we can be very proud. Ian Hamilton’s
intriguing article on empathy is well-worth

the read, as is Natalie Fong’s engaging second
instalment of her ultimate Shakespeare experience
(you can read the first half in Vol. 46, No. 3).

Anita Jetnikoff and Mel Kelly provide us with a
really useful annotated guide for texts that can be
used in exploring sustainability in literature for
the Australian Curriculum. We then have the first
batch of wonderful winning entries from the 2013
Literary Competition, with the rest to follow next
issue, and finally Patsy Norton’s article on Issues
facing students in conceptualising and planning
before writing.

Thanks very much for taking the time to read
through these great pieces and please get in touch
with me if you are interested in contributing to
our journal.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the terrific
work that ‘tireless’ Trish Purcell and ‘eagle eye’
Deb Peden do in helping me put together the
journal. While I get the credit, both Trish and
Deb give generously of their time and proof-
reading prowess to help bring it all together.

Until next time,

Stewart Riddle
stewart.riddle@usq.edu.au

The English Teachers Association of Queensland
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Dear ETAQ members,

In March this year, I was one of almost two
hundred ETAQ members attending the first
ETAQ seminar for 2014. There were many threads
and stories running across the day. Themes that
for me stood out most strongly were those of
conversation and community; the need to affirm
and assert the centrality of creativity, openness,
engagement and learning, and to speak back to
those views and practices that limit English
through narrowly managerialist approaches and
assessment. These ideas stood out in Brenton
Doecke’s keynote particularly, but were also there
in presentations and discussion throughout the day.

Conversation and community are closely linked.
They characterise much of what English and
English teaching is about, or should be. They
also coincide strongly with the view of English
running though the special issue of English in
Australia on Garth Boomer, and his contribution
to teaching and learning in Australia and
internationally (Issue 48(3) 2013, released at

the start of this year). As Green and Meiers

say in their editorial, he was ‘perhaps the most
important English educator of the last quarter
of the 20™ Century, as well as being a major
figure in Australian curriculum and schooling
more generally (p.4). For Boomer, ‘teaching was
above all else for learning, in a profound sense
(p.5)’ The titles of his books evoke powerful
imperatives. They include, amongst others:

The Spitting Image: Reflections on Language
Education and Social Class (with Dale Spender,
1976); Negotiating the Curriculum: A Teacher-
Student Partnership (1982); Fair Dinkum
Teaching and Learning: Reflections on Literacy
and Power (1985); and Metaphors and Meanings:
Essays on English Teaching by Garth Boomer
(Green, Ed, 1988).
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ETAQ PATRON’S MESSAGE

Professor Catherine Beavis
Griffith University

English is one of those subjects that is more
than the sum of its parts. It is, or should be,
part of a lively conversation, with room for
students to bring in their own experiences

and concerns, engage with things that have
major significance in their lives, and in the
broader community; big issues, real matters,
genuine learning. ‘Negotiation’ is a core term
in Boomer’s lexicon, as are ‘learning’ and
‘meaning’ He saw both teachers and students
as risk takers and explorers; as learners making
sense of the world; trying things out; arguing,
creating, negotiating; doing what matters and
wrestling with real questions about the world
and their own lives. It’s a vision of English and
English teaching that is socially responsible,
individually empowering, and deeply connected
to the community.

In his keynote, Doecke urged the importance
of claiming back the subject, and for ways

of talking ‘not driven by the language of the
market and the language of standardised
reforms. He spoke of working together, about
listening and responding; about the power

of stories, and the specificity and detail of
school worlds and students’ lives. He cited

the STELLA principles — the Standards for
Teaching English Language and Literacy in
Australia (http://www.stella.org.au/) developed
by AATE, and derived from teachers’ own
narratives, well worth revisiting. He spoke
about creativity, negotiation and sociality, and
the ways in which learning together, as a group,
enables far more than a narrow focus on the
individual, and atomized skills, imposed by
mechanistic assessment regimes. He closed by
asking us about our own professional lexicon or
words for English. A good question. I wonder
what yours might be.
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Introduction

As at least some of you will recall, I succeeded
Dr Karen Moni as President when she stepped
down in July of 2005 following the completion
of that year’s AATE/ALEA joint national
conference held on the Gold Coast. I had
nominated for the Vice President’s position at
the start of that year in anticipation that that is
how things would proceed.

As I have commented on a few occasions in the
past, there is some little irony in the fact that

I ceased being a full-time high school English
teacher within two weeks of becoming president
of ETAQ. That wasn’t my plan, but sometimes
things work out in ways that we don’t intend. It
was the best part of another four years before

I actually retired from Education Queensland,
but July 2005 was the last time I taught English
classes in a high school.

Since 2005 I have served on the council of

our affiliated national body, the Australian
Association for the Teaching of English (AATE),
mostly as the ETAQ rep and last year as
President Elect. At the start of this year, I began
a 2-year term as its President. While I plan to
remain on the ETAQ Management Committee
for a few more years — with the concurrence of
members of course, I did not think it desirable
to try to head both ETAQ and the national
association at the same time.

In any case, nothing lasts forever and if
organizations like ETAQ are to prosper, there
need to be sensible succession plans in place

so that they are periodically renewed and re-
energized by the infusion of vigorous new blood
in key positions. I am very pleased indeed that
Fiona Laing, the English HOD at Forest Lake
State High School, has nominated to succeed
me.

The Secretary’s Report will be formally
presented a little later in this meeting and it

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO THE
2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This is the 9" occasion on which it has been my honour to
deliver the President’s Address at the AGM of this association.
It i1s also the last.

has been available on the website for the past
week. It contains a detailed account of ETAQ’s
activities during 2013. In the remainder of this
address I will just highlight some key elements
of those activities and comment on some issues
that are of current concern and look like being
of importance into the near future.

KEY EVENTS OF 2013

National conference

Last year we did not run our usual State
Conference. This was because, in collaboration
with the Queensland branch of ALEA (the
Australian Literacy Educators’ Association),
ETAQ hosted the AATE/ALEA joint national
conference. Titled “Brave New World’, this event
was run at QUT’s Kelvin Grove campus in early
July. The actual event occurred over four days
last year but formal planning for it began in May
2010.

I think it’s fair to say that the event was a
significant success and certainly a pleasing
financial result was achieved. Now, ETAQ is of
course a not-for-profit organization and making

money is never the primary purpose in what we
do.

However, funds accrued through occasional
events like last year’s national conference —
something we get to do only one year in eight

— can then be put to work for the benefit of
members. A sizeable chunk of those funds

will be used to provide assistance for selected
members to attend national conferences
between now and when Queensland’s turn rolls
around again.

While the Brave New World national conference
was clearly a successful activity it was a little
disappointing that not more ETAQ members
took the opportunity to attend. I appreciate

ETAQ 47_Issue l.indd a4
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO THE 2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

that registration and other costs to attend such
events are considerable and employer support
is not always available. However, such national
conferences provide the opportunity for
dialogue about our work with educators from
across the country and from overseas. They are
both intellectually invigorating and a lot of fun.

This year’s AATE/ALEA national conference
will be held in Darwin in early July in the
second week of the winter vacation for EQ
schools. Recent ETAQ E-pistle member email
bulletins have invited applications for financial
assistance which will cover the cost of earlybird
registration. Such applications are due by the
end of March. If you don’t actually open and
read those E-pistles — and unfortunately only
about a third of members do for any particular
issue — then you may not have been previously
aware of that offer.

New website

A major achievement in 2013 was to have a new
website developed and launched. As part of the
process, we acquired a new logo to be used in
branding all of our publications. Besides looking
attractive, the new website has significantly
improved functionality so that most aspects of
member-association interaction can now be
done on line.

Jim Buckley’s passing and State Conference
memorial scholarships

A very sad event of the past year was the sudden
passing in February of Jim Buckley. Jim was one
of ETAQ’s foundation members, he served as
Treasurer for around 20 years, and he had been
made a Life Member to acknowledge his lengthy
and dedicated service to the association. As I
was able to report this time last year, his funeral
was well attended by members of the English
teacher community who held him in high regard
and I was pleased to be able to represent ETAQ
by delivering one of the eulogies.

For some years now the association has been
providing funds to assist country and student
members to attend our State Conference. To

commemorate Jim’s significant and selfless

contribution to ETAQ, such grants will
henceforth be known as “Jim Buckley Memorial
Scholarships”

Review of the Australian Curriculum

Politicians like to claim that they create jobs.

In relation to the economy as a whole many
might wonder about that but certainly Minister
Pyne’s initiation of a review of the Australian
Curriculum has generated some work for the
Management Committee in the early part of
this year. ETAQ contributed to a detailed AATE
submission and prepared a shorter one of our
own. This endorsed the AATE submission and
added some comments specific to Queensland.

An Executive Summary of the two submissions
could be expressed as follows:

+ The review is premature

+ Inappropriate people have been appointed to
conduct it

+ The Australian Curriculum: English is not
perfect but it contains much of value and
should be thoroughly understood and
conscientiously worked with for a reasonable
period before teachers’ work is complicated
by further change

We recommended that there should be no
significant change to the English part of the
national curriculum at this time. A similar
recommendation was made in relation to the
Cross Curriculum Priorities and the General
Capabilities.

It will be interesting to see what comes of this
review. It is to be hoped that it will not be
another so-called “reform” that, in fact, makes
things worse.

New CEO at the QSA and LARC membership

Those of you who read QSA Communications
will be aware that the Authority is to have a
new CEO as from the last day of this month.
The new appointee is Chris Rider, currently
Regional Director of EQ’s Metropolitan Region.
Chris is an ex PE teacher and was the last
principal I worked under at Ferny Grove High
School.
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO THE 2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

At the start of last year we took the opportunity
of the appointment of Patrea Walton to

the top QSA job to re-raise the issue of the
representation of subject associations like
ETAQ on the QSA’s Learning Area Reference
Committees (LARCs). We'll be doing the same
thing on this occasion.

As many of you will be aware, ETAQ was
formally represented on the previous English
Syllabus Advisory Committee (SAC) but

this came to an end when the SACs were
reestablished as LARCs. We are firm in our view
that this was a retrograde step and we aren’t
prepared to let the matter go away.

Thanks to committee colleagues

In concluding, I'd like to express my sincere
thanks and appreciation for the efforts and
support cheerfully rendered by my colleagues
on the Brisbane-based Management Committee
and also those branch members who make
ETAQ things happen in Toowoomba,
Townsville and Cairns — especially Donna Jones,
Heather Fraser and Stephanie Wheeler-Sokolich
respectively.

Things are always a team effort with individuals
contributing what is possible with the various
other commitments in their lives. It is
appropriate, however, to make special mention
of the following:

+ Fiona Laing, Michelle Ragen and Kelli
McGraw for their contributions to the
national conference

+ Debbie Peden for her work coordinating the
Literary Competition

+ Stew Riddle for editing our journal
Words' Worth

+ Julie Arnold for providing leadership as chair
of the PD Committee and Melanie Wild for
taking minutes at those meetings

+ Bronwyn Darben for stepping into the
Secretary’s role during the year and for her
work with the previous website

o Trish Purcell for her invaluable work as
Treasurer and Admin Officer

We do pay Trish a modest amount as our
part-time Admin officer but her contribution
is really a labour of love rather than a purely
commercial arrangement and the value we
receive is significantly greater than the amount
would suggest. With valuable assistance from
Fiona Laing, Trish was the driving force behind
the new website.

As you'll see when we come to the election of the
new committee, most members of the current
one are continuing for another term.

Jenny Ivett-Hawes saw a need to step down
during the year and, with retirement beckoning,
Shauna O’Connor has not re-nominated. On
behalf of members, I thank them for their
contributions. They both convened seminars last
year and arranged for their schools to be venues.

Finally I thank you, the members, for your
support and participation.

And that, ladies and gentlemen, concludes my
President’s Address.

Garry Collins
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hen I worked throughout one entire

night with a team to recreate Lady Di’s

wedding dress so it appeared in the
display window of our bridal firm the morning
after her wedding, I learnt how fabulous it is to
be part of a ‘happening group. So it has been
working with the ETAQ committee to make
dreams happen — in our case, conferences,
seminars, ideas and advocacy.

My first grown-up job selling wedding dreams to
young women set me up as a skilled sales person.
When I lost the passion for this and headed back
to university, I had little idea that my training in
selling dreams would come in so handy in the
classroom. Every day, we take things that are
ordinary and extraordinary, oft’ too hard for our
students, and package them appealingly. We
sell, to our charges, the dream of an education, a
great future and being able to hold one’s own in
educated company.

I can’t really remember having to be ‘sold’

an education when I was at school. I was the
enthusiast who just ate it up. When set a novel
to read, I would use my hard-earned cash from
weekend work to buy every book I could lay
my hand on by that author. I'd consume them
voraciously, desperately wanting to live inside
those other worlds.

It took a few twists and turns before I came back
to my love of literature and teaching. I remember
coming into teaching thinking it would be

MEET YOUR NEW PRESIDENT

Fiona Laing

something I could just ‘do; not expecting an
apprenticeship period. My colleagues at Shailer
Park State High School were a revelation to me
— so very skilled and committed, as they gently
guided me to learn my craft.

At both Shailer Park and later Indooroopilly,

I spent countless hours helping passionate
debaters play in the ‘big team’ of Senior A QDU
Debating. The next move was HOD English, at
Indooroopilly, Alexandra Hills and now at Forest
Lake State High School. I love playing my part in
shaping curriculum and our next generation of
English teachers.

It is the ETAQ team who provides inspiration

to keep learning and developing. Each

new committee member brings their fresh
enthusiasm and ideas to the task of advocating
for teachers and making wonderful PD happen.
From the thrill of our Brisbane national
conference in 2013 to each and every seminar, all
play their part.

We embroider our lives around the things we
love. I sing in a choir, help to support my two
sons, along with my incredibly supportive
husband, and try to provide a real future

for students, some well-placed already and
some with very few advantages in life. Their

big advantage, though, is they have a team

of dedicated English teachers who will move
heaven and earth to give them their best chance.
I love being part of this ‘happening group!
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s a beginning teacher, I have always highly

valued ETAQ professional development

events for a range of reasons. These events
were not only an opportunity to engage in
curriculum interpretation and analysis, the
sharing of new and innovative resources,
discussions of issues impacting the profession
and a chance to develop collegial networks, but
also a great way to confirm parts of my fledgling
classroom practice.

The recent AATE/ALEA conference, however,
went one step further in offering attendees

an additional invaluable resource: the chance

to reflect on our identity as writers as well as
teachers. The following article is a reflection of
what I took away regarding one key theme of the
conference: the explicit modelling of writing in
the English classroom.

Developing identity as a writer-teacher not
teacher-writer

The above phrase (borrowed from Teresa
Cremin’s conference address) may seem like
simple semantics, but in terms of classroom
practice the distinction is quite an important
one. I discovered this first hand when attending
Henry Laing’s writing workshop, Recharging
the Batteries, at the conference. During this
workshop, teachers were challenged to complete
a number of creative writing activities and
share their compositions with the group. I was
surprised to find that when the time came for
me to read one of my pieces, I was overcome by
shaky hands, a racing pulse and a heart that felt
as though it might leap from my chest. This was
a huge shock to me as I had always considered

SINGING THE SAME SONG:
MODELLING WRITING IN THE

ENGLISH CLASSROOM

Kate Townsend
Moura State High School

myself confident in speaking to others and
sharing writing samples with my classes.

Writing identity is not something discussed

at university as part of a professional English
teacher’s persona. As my experience in Mr
Laing’s workshop had just keenly demonstrated
to me, teachers as writers in the classroom
(especially creative writers) involves taking risks.
The thought of standing in front of a class of
teenagers, vulnerable, and revealing my amateur
writing ability in real time to my class was a
fairly daunting prospect to say the least. Yet

the realisation that there is a direct relationship
between teacher identity and what students
learn proved motivation enough for me to begin
to embed this process as part of my pedagogy.

Integration into classroom practice

You can’t ask someone to sing a duet with you
until you know the tune yourself

The above quote by Donald Graves (Instructor
Magazine, 1985) perfectly illustrates the reason
why writers make the most effective writing
teachers. After all, how can teachers expect

to appreciate the context we are asking our
students to write in if we have not experienced
those conditions for ourselves? The disciplinary
knowledge of being an effective English teacher
includes more than just teaching students how
to write; it must also include an understanding
of what is means to be a writer.

To do this successfully and create a lasting
improvement, teachers must develop a writing
praxis. A praxis is a working or active knowledge
that is relevant, interesting and useful to both
teachers and students. As an English teacher,
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SINGING THE SAME SONG: MODELLING WRITING IN THE ENGLISH CLASSROOM

this knowledge is necessarily wide and varied;
however, in practice this can be reduced to the
integration of a number of key pedagogical
approaches during writing lessons.

One of the simplest and most effective practices
for modelling writing to students is to do so in
real time. What this means is that rather than
pre-preparing texts before a class, teachers
should model the creative process in front of
their students on the whiteboard. This process
should be a ‘warts and all’ approach; it should
include the teacher verbalising their thought
process about vocabulary choice, perspective
and text direction, complete with scribbles,
crossing outs and questions posed aloud. The
beauty of this process is that it both models the
practical requirements of the activity and reveals
the underlying cognitive process required to
complete the task.

There are other benefits to this ‘real-time’
approach as well. For one, it reduces preparation
time for teachers, who (if they are anything

like me) would ordinarily spend far too

much time drafting an amazing text sample

to be deconstructed or exemplified in class.
Additionally, you will have the opportunity as

a teacher to experience the writing conditions
that your students are under and become acutely
aware how difficult it can be to ‘write to order’
in a classroom environment. This process also
serves to validate the existing writing processes
used by many students, resulting in a growth in
their confidence as writers.

I have been trialling this process with my
students over the past six weeks, and have been
pleasantly surprised by their progress in terms
of writing ability, enthusiasm for the activities
and increasing willingness to share their work
with others.

Writing and explicit instruction

Moura State High School, like many other
schools across Queensland, is currently in the
process of embedding explicit instruction as
a key pedagogical approach throughout our

school. Having had the benefit of around twelve
months of instruction using the Fleming model,
I was immediately able to recognise how easily
this real time writing process would fit within
the ‘I Do’ (Modelling/Direct Instruction) phase
of a lesson. By demonstrating the writing
activity in real time, the students not only see an
authentic example of the task but are also able
to access the internal thought process needed to
produce that particular text.

Once the task has been modelled by the
teacher, the transition to the “We Do’ (Guided
Practice/Joint Construction) phase is simple.
The teacher only needs to ask for student help
when selecting the next word, phrase or idea,
and a class constructed text will develop on the
board. This stage allows students to check the
understanding of their thought processes whilst
gaining confidence as their suggestions are
accepted as a part of the class text.

Finally, armed with a greater understanding

and self-esteem, students can attempt the task
on their own in the “You Do’ (Unprompted/
Independent Practice) phase. I have noticed a
significant improvement in the quality of writing
students are able to produce by the time they
have worked through these three stages, as
opposed to simply looking at a text pre-prepared
by the teacher and then attempting to write a
piece of their own. Additionally, the amount of
instructional time taken up by re-explaining task
requirements or rectifying misunderstandings
has been greatly reduced, allowing more time
for individual work with lower level or extension
students and the opportunity to provide higher
level feedback.

As you can see, the benefits of this approach
are many and varied. Whilst it might require
you, at least initially, to experience a level

of vulnerability that teachers are not often
comfortable with, the rewards you will reap will
soon make any discomfort a distant memory.
So why not take up the challenge and learn to
croon to the tune your students are singing? I
promise that the improvements you will see will
be music to your ears.
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The full citation read:

“For service to the arts as a poet and
playwright, and to education.

Poet and Playwright, works include:
— From Vinegar Hill to Vinegar Hill, 1997.

— The Murder of Gonzago, Norwood, SA,
1988.

— Tristan and Isolde in Venice, 1987.

— Melba, presented by Brisbane Arts
Theatre, 1969; published by the
University of Queensland Press, 1976;
staged in Melbourne by the Adelphi
Players, 2013.

— Mangrove Man, 1976; toured by the
Queensland Theatre Company.

— The Libretto for Captain Starlight, 1965.

Mr Sherman’s poems have been published

in The Australian and The Courier Mail
newspapers and in journals in Queensland,
interstate, England, France, New Zealand and
Hong Kong, and in Italy (Italian translation).

Has presented his poetry and that of others
at the Queensland Poetry Festival organised
by the Queensland Writers’ Centre.

Judge, ETAQ/QIEU Literacy Competition,
from the 1990s to 2007 (The English
Teachers Association of Queensland; The
Queensland Independent Education Union)
Director, Brisbane Arts Theatre, for several
years.

Life Member, Queensland Writers Centre,
2012.

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOUR FOR
ETAQ FOUNDATION MEMBER

ETAQ foundation member Paul Sherman was
awarded an OAM (Medal of the Order of
Australia) in the 2014 Australia Day Honours list.

Left: Paul as King Lear in a one-man
performance during a school visit.

Actor; performed in the first play presented
by the Queensland Theatre Company, 1969.

Volunteer, English and Drama Teacher,
Kedron State High School, Queensland,
since 1997; and in other schools.

Teacher, Queensland Department of
Education, Training and Employment,
1977-1995 (and earlier).

Member, Management Committee,
The English Teachers Association of
Queensland, in the 1980s; Foundation
Member, since 1967.

Awards/recognition include:

Peter Botsman Memorial Award, English
Teachers Association of Queensland, 2010.

Bundaberg Blue Lantern Poetry Prize,
20017

N
ZIIN

Hearty congratulations are extended to Paul and
to those who initiated his nomination which
ETAQ was delighted to have the opportunity to
support.

The Management Committee decided last year
to acknowledge Paul’s long service to English
teaching in Queensland by awarding him Life
Membership of ETAQ. It is anticipated that
this decision will be ratified at the AGM in
March and the presentation made at the state
conference in August.

Below is the latest of Paul’s many contributions
to Words’Worth over the years.
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AUSTRALIA DAY HONOUR FOR ETAQ FOUNDATION MEMBER

CREATION STORY (once these were called “Myths” or “Legends)

OF BEERWAH, TIBROGARGAN AND COONOWRIN

Beerwah, Tibrogargan and Coonowrin are three
of the mountains north of Caboolture in south
east Queensland. In 1770 Captain Cook oddly
called them “Glasshouse Mountains” because,
seen through his telescope from far out at sea,
he thought they looked like buildings in north-
east England where glass was made.

On November 7, 2003, I had the good luck to
be in the old Brisbane City Council Library
(then near King George Square) on the day of
the launching of a remarkable book called In
the Tracks of a Rainbow by Robin A. Wells,
published by Gullirae Books, 18 Nebula St.,
Sunshine Beach, Q 4567. In Part Four of

this book I read “Ninangura, Legends of the
Dreamtime”, dedicated to the great songmen
like Gaiarbau (Willie MacKenzie) and Moonie
Jan (Wilf Reeves) who helped keep these old
stories alive. Reading about Tibrogargan,
Coonowrin and Beerwah, I wrote the following
rhyming verse version, which I hope will help
students as part of their studies of Aboriginal
culture for the new Australian National
Curriculum.

Paul Sherman January 17, 2014

Story in Stone
(echoing an old Creation Story)

Tibrogargan’s furrowed brow

from ancient times, frowns here and now.
His tragic eyes, long locked in stone,

look down on us, disturb our own.

His dear wife, Beerwah, was big with child
when a flood in the river, raging wild,

swept her away. She would have drowned
but the trunk of a midstream tree she found.

Her son, Coonowrin, stood by, afraid.

Into the river he dared not wade.

Tibrogargan got to his wife in time.

He saved her, then raged at Coonowrin’s crime.

The furious father frowned, ashamed,

then a deadly blow at his son he aimed.
Coonowrin’s neck, by the strong stick’s blow,
was badly bent. It still leans so.

Coonowrin the “Crookneck” was he named.
In stone he stands, forever shamed.

The Legend’s lance, its story’s spear,

leaps from the past to pierce our ear.
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FOR MIKE CONNORS (IPSWICH
GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 1997—2013)

THE TEACHER

The school bell rings its final knell
It heralds now another age

And what will be the tales we tell?
What footprints left upon the stage?

The blackboard’s coat he has worn thin?
The foolish he’s led from the dark?
The ball point pens that he’s bled dry?

The passing grade, a final mark?

No, it’s more that will define the man
The weight of all the good he’s done
When balanced on the scale of life

It proves he’s won the race he’s run.

The report card’s bottom line will say

We owe a debt we cannot pay.

John Acutt

John Acutt
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A BUSHRANGER’S STORY

— PART 2
Garry Collins

This article is the second part of one arising from one of the
workshop sessions presented at the ETAQ seminar conducted
at Brisbane Grammar School on Saturday 26 May 2012.

With food for another day;
And the kindly darkness covered his track
And the shadows swallowed him deep and

The theme for this activity was “Storytelling and
the power of the word” and the workshop was
entitled “A bushranger’s story”. Part 1 of this

piece appeared in Words’Worth 2-13.

The two texts on which the workshop was based
are again provided below.

Poem text:
The Death of Ben Hall by Will Ogilvie

black
Where the starlight melted away.

7. But his friend had read of the big reward,

And his soul was stirred with greed;
He fastened his door and window-board,
He saddled his horse and crossed the ford,

1. Ben Hall was out on the Lachlan side And spurred to the town at speed.
With a thousand pounds on his headf 8. You may ride at a man’s or a maid’s behest
A score of troopers were scattered wide
. When honour or true love call
And a hundred more were ready to ride
Wh led And steel your heart to the worst or best,
erevera fumour fed. But the ride that is ta’en on a traitor’s quest

2. They had followed his track from the Weddin Is the bitterest ride of all.

Heights .

. Ah lew fi he Lachl k
And north by the Weelong yards; ? ot wind b ew trom the Lachlan bank

. o And a curse on its shoulder came;
Through dazzling days and moonlit nights . .
) g The pine trees frowned at him rank on rank,
They had sought him over their rifle sights, Th heri loud sank
With their hands on their trigger guards ¢ sun on a gathering storm cloud sank
) And flushed his cheek with shame.

3. The outlaw stole like a hunted fox 10. He reined at the court and the tale began

Through the scrub and stunted heath, .
. . . That the rifles alone should end;
And peered like a hawk from his eyrie rocks . .
. . Sergeant and trooper laid their plan
Through the waving boughs of the sapling box
On the t dine b th To draw the net on a hunted man
h the troopers riding beneath. At the treacherous word of a friend.

4. His clothes were rent by the clutching thorn ) )
And his blistered feet were bare; 11. False was the hand that raised the chain
Ragged and torn, with his beard unshorn, fknd false was the whispered word: )
He hid in the woods like a beast forlorn, The troopers have turned to the south again,
With a padded path to his lair. You may dare to camp on the Gunning Plain’

' ‘ And the weary outlaw heard.

3. Butevery night when th‘e Whlte, stars rose 12. He walked from the hut but a quarter mile

He crossed by the Gunning Plain ,

, . Where a clump of saplings stood
To a stockman’s hut where the Gunning flows, . .

. In a sea of grass like a lonely isle;
And struck on the door three swift light . X .
And a moon came up in a little while
blows, Like silver steeped in blood.
And a hand unhooked the chain —
. dew-wet d
6. And the outlaw followed the lone path back 13.Ben Hall lay down on the dew-wet groun

By the side of his tiny fire;
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A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

And a night breeze woke, and he heard no
sound

As the troopers drew their cordon round —
And the traitor earned his hire.

14. And nothing they saw in the dim grey light,
But the little glow in the trees;
And they crouched in the tall cold grass all
night,
Each one ready to shoot at sight,
With his rifle cocked on his knees.

15. When the shadows broke and the dawn’s
white sword
Swung over the mountain wall,
And a little wind blew over the ford,
A sergeant sprang to his feet and roared:
‘In the name of the Queen, Ben Hall"

16. Haggard, the outlaw leapt from his bed
With his lean arms held on high.
‘Fire!” And the word was scarcely said

Folk song lyrics: The Streets of Forbes

When the mountains rang to a rain of lead —
And the dawn went drifting by.

17. They kept their word and they paid his pay
Where a clean man’s hand would shrink;
And that was the traitor’s master-day
As he stood by the bar on his homeward way
And called on the crowd to drink.

18.He banned no creed and he barred no class,
And he called to his friends by name;
But the worst would shake his head and pass
And none would drink from the bloodstained
glass
And the goblet red with shame.

19. And I know when I hear that last grim call
And my mortal hour is spent
I would rather sleep with the dead Ben Hall
Than go where that traitor went.

Come all you Lachlan men, and a sorrowful tale I'll tell
Concerning of a hero bold who through misfortune fell.

His name it was Ben Hall, a man of good renown

Who was hunted from his station, and like a dog shot down.

Three years he roamed the roads, and he showed the traps some fun;
A thousand pounds was on his head, with Gilbert and John Dunn.
Ben parted from his comrades, the outlaws did agree

To give away bushranging and to cross the briny sea.

Ben went to Goobang Creek, and that was his downfall
For riddled like a sieve was valiant Ben Hall.

‘Twas early in the morning upon the fifth of May

When seven police surrounded him as fast asleep he lay.

Bill Dargin he was chosen to shoot the outlaw dead

The troopers then fired madly, and filled him full of lead.

They rolled him in a blanket and strapped him to his prad

And led him through the streets of Forbes to show the prize they had.

14 The English Teachers Association of Queensland

ETAQ47_Issue l.indd al4 @ 8/04/2014 10:30:54 AM



A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

Vocabulary choice

Part 1 concluded with a consideration of the
effect of the vocabulary choices “renowned” and
“a gun battle” in the sentence below which came
from some background information sourced
from a Wikipedia entry on the NSW town of
Forbes.

+ One of Australia’s most renowned
bushrangers, Ben Hall, was shot dead in a
gun battle about 20 kilometres to the north-
west of town on 5 May 1865.

The noun group “a gun battle” does not tally
with the version of Ben Hall’s death presented
in either the poem or the folk song since it
implies that the bushranger returned the fire of
the police. No doubt the authorities of the day
would have approved of this version rather than

Representation in visual images

Figure 1

that in the two texts. In addition, it could be
reasonably assumed that officialdom would have
looked askance on the positive connotations of
the adjective “renowned” as opposed to negative

descriptors such as “notorious’, “dangerous’,
“murderous” etc.

The notion of how texts provide partial and
selective representations of reality could be
usefully explored by initially considering several
visual images. The first proposed is the classic
Australian painting “Bailed Up’, produced by
Tom Roberts in 1895 (Figure 1). Additionally,
there is a contemporary newspaper illustration
(Figure 2) and then a painting depicting

Hall’'s death by artist William Marony, 1894
(Figure 3,). These images are discussed in Evan
McHugh'’s 2011 book, Bushrangers: Australia’s
greatest self-made heroes.
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A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

The Tom Roberts painting (Figure 1) provides
an interesting example of how texts represent

a particular version of reality. In class I would
present the image on a screen without any
further information and ask students a series of
questions:

1. What's this about? What’s going on here?
Why do you think that?

2. If there’s a story, what is it?

3. Where and when is this event taking place?
How do you know?

4. What would be an appropriate title for the
painting?

With junior secondary students, many of whom
would never have seen the image previously,

it is likely that the scene would not be
immediately identified by all as the depiction of
a crime in progress, an armed robbery. It would
be interesting to see what titles students might
propose before any further information was
provided. Perhaps some of the following would
be suggested:

+ The stage coach

+ Stopped by a fallen tree

+ Unloading the coach

+ A coach and horsemen

+ An Australian bush scene

o Coach, horsemen and hillside

McHugh (2011) comments thus of this

painting: “Arguably the most famous image

of bushranging, the painting mythologises

the crime, giving it the appearance of a social
exchange rather than an armed confrontation”
Some of the human figures can certainly be seen
to be carrying rifles but the threat of deadly
violence is not a prominent feature of the image.

Students could be challenged to propose how the
basic elements of this image could be changed to
make the crime element more prominent.

As a painting, this is obviously primarily a
visual text but most paintings have titles and
awareness of them will usually contribute

to the meaning that viewers construct.
Consideration of the title of Roberts’ work can
provide some opportunities for learning about

language. While the meaning of the expression
“bailed up” as “held up by a robber” would

have been familiar to 19" century inhabitants

of Australia, it is now not commonly used and
few contemporary students could be expected
to know what it meant. Consequently, a first
learning opportunity here is to remind students
that language changes over time with new words
being coined and others falling into disuse

and eventually dropping out of the language
altogether. This process can be observed with the
word “prad” in the final verse of The Streets of
Forbes:

They rolled him in a blanket and strapped
him to his prad

And led him through the streets of Forbes to
show the prize they had.

In 19" century Australia, “prad” was a common
colloquial term for horse but it has now pretty
much vanished from use. According to the
Macquarie Dictionary, it derives from the Dutch
word “paard” meaning horse.

Multiple meanings of words

The phrasal verb “bail up” might no longer be
current in Australian English but the word “bail”
on its own certainly still exists and illustrates
how many words have multiple meanings.
Students could be asked to suggest examples of
usage or the teacher could present them with the
following:

+ The accused’s application for bail was rejected
and he was remanded in custody.

+ The umpire replaced the bails after the
opener was clean bowled.

+ The hull was leaking so we needed to bail
regularly to keep the boat afloat.

+ The aircraft was hit by enemy fire but the crew
was able to bail out.

A relevant Content Description (CD) from the
Australian Curriculum: English (AC:E) is:

+ Understand the use of vocabulary to express
greater precision of meaning, and know that
words can have different meanings in different
contexts — ACELA1512 / Year 5 / Language /
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A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

Expressing & developing ideas

The issue of multiple meanings could also be
brought to students’ attention in discussing
parts of the poem. In the first stanza there are
the words “pounds” and “score”.

Ben Hall was out on the Lachlan side
With a thousand pounds on his head;
A score of troopers were scattered wide
And a hundred more were ready to ride
Wherever a rumour led.

Initially, students could be asked to write short
sentences containing these words as they
currently understand them. This would probably
give rise to sentences like the following:

+ The bully then unmercifully pounds his
much smaller victim while his gang looks on.

+ The American report said that each hiker was
carrying a load of around 70 pounds.

+ The city had several dog pounds where their
missing pet might have been taken.

+ The captain’s score was a very respectable 58
not out.

+ The winger crossed in the final minute to
score the winning try.

What of course is needed for an appropriate
reading of the poem is the sense of “pounds” as a
unit of currency:

+ At the airport they changed their Australian
dollars into British pounds.

And “score” needs to be understood as the
number 20.

In relation to words for particular numbers, it is
interesting that “dozen” is still very much alive
and well while the sense of “score” as 20 is now
fairly rare and the meaning of “brace” as a pair
even less common.

Some numeracy in English

Before moving on from a consideration of the
word “pounds” in the first stanza, a little time
could productively be spent in addressing the
General Capability of numeracy, in particular,
the notion of monetary inflation. Students
could be asked to propose what the equivalent

reward would be today. Some additional bits of
information that I have provided in the past for
this exercise are:

+ When Australia adopted decimal currency in
1966 one pound became two dollars.

+ The new Datsun 180B (a small four cylinder
sedan) that I purchased in late 1974 cost
$4000.

+ In 1947, my parents bought a modest but
habitable house in the Brisbane suburb of
Hendra for 6000 pounds.

Part of a radio jingle used when decimal
currency was introduced ran:

In come the dollars and in come the cents,
Out go the pounds and the shillings and the
pence.

For those not old enough to remember, there
were 12 pence (pennies) to a shilling and 20
shillings to a pound. There were penny and
halfpenny copper coins. When the country
initially changed to decimal currency there were
two and one cent pieces. Students could be
asked to explain why these have been withdrawn
from use.

Homophones and spelling

Another language feature worthy of note is that
the word “bail” has the homophone “bale”. This
could lead to some incidental work on spelling
since English spelling is bedevilled by the fact
that many of the most commonly used words
have homophones (same sound but different
spelling and meaning). Stanza 10 of the poem
provides rich pickings for the little activity that
I like to call “Hunt the homophone” in which
students are tasked to identify in a short piece
of text the words that have homophones and
then to write short sentences like those below
to illustrate the different meanings of both them
and the originals. In Stanza 10 we have the
words underlined.

He reined at the court and the tale began
That the rifles alone should end;
Sergeant and trooper laid their plan

To draw the net on a hunted man

At the treacherous word of a friend.

ETAQ 47_Issue l.indd al7

Words’Worth April 2014 « Volume 47, Number |

8/04/2014 10:30:55 AM



A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

+ The horseman reined his mount to a halt.
Queen Elizabeth has reigned for more than
half a century. The bushranger’s tracks were
almost impossible to follow because it had
rained.

+ The accused has been granted bail and has
to appear again in court in a month’s time.
Having been caught in the act, he is sure to be
found guilty.

+ It sounds like a tall tale but it’s true in every
word. The cruel boy had tied a can to the cat’s
tail.

+ The trooper was obliged to follow his
sergeant’s orders. As an experienced trouper,
he knew that the show must go on.

+ They’re waiting over there to be issued with
their orders.

+ Two troopers were selected to move in close
because it was thought that more would make
too much noise.

+ We need to draw the line somewhere. She
placed the letter in the top drawer of the desk.

+ As the fan whirred above her head she tried
to think of the final word required for the
day’s crossword puzzle.

Back to representation in images

After some hopefully useful digressions into

aspects of language, we now come to the two
images of Ben Hall’s death mentioned above,
Figures 2 and 3.

A useful activity to promote close reading of both
the verbal text of the poem and the song lyrics on
the one hand, and these two images on the other,
would be to ask students to compare the ways
that the bushranger’s death is represented. The
specific task could be for students to produce a
dot-point summary account of how Ben Hall died
based on the version presented in each of the
four texts. This could be done individually at first
and then joint versions agreed in pairs or small
groups before the possibilities are considered in

a whole-class discussion. An important guideline
would be that students need to be able to point
to the evidence in the text that leads them to a
particular version of events.

The most relevant sections of Ogilvie’s poem are
stanzas 15 and 16.

When the shadows broke and the dawn’s
white sword

Swung over the mountain wall,

And a little wind blew over the ford,

A sergeant sprang to his feet and roared:
‘In the name of the Queen, Ben Hall’

Haggard, the outlaw leapt from his bed
With his lean arms held on high.

‘Fire!” And the word was scarcely said
When the mountains rang to a rain of lead —
And the dawn went drifting by.

Based mainly on these two stanzas, but also
drawing on earlier sections of the poem, a
summary version here could be:

.

The stockman “friend” who has been
supplying Hall with food succumbs to his
desire for the 1000 pounds reward and
informs the police of the bushranger’s
whereabouts.

Lulled into a false sense of security by the
stockman’s untruthful advice that the troopers
have left the area, Hall dares to camp for the
night on the plain only a short distance from
the stockman’s hut and to risk a small fire.

During the night, a party of police surrounds
the sleeping outlaw.

At dawn, the police sergeant in charge shouts
for Hall to surrender.

When the outlaw leaps from the ground
with his hands up, apparently offering
no resistance, the police are immediately
ordered to fire and Hall is shot to death.

The version in The Streets of Forbes is similar
with the final two verses being most relevant.

Ben went to Goobang Creek, and that was
his downfall

For riddled like a sieve was valiant Ben Hall.
“Twas early in the morning upon the fifth of
May

When seven police surrounded him as fast
asleep he lay.

Bill Dargin he was chosen to shoot the
outlaw dead
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A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

The troopers then fired madly, and filled him Again, the most reasonable reading is that Hall
full of lead. was given no real opportunity to surrender and
They rolled him in a blanket and strapped the text could be taken to mean that he was shot
him to his prad by Bill Dargin while still on the ground asleep.
And led him through the streets of Forbes to

show the prize they had.

Figure 2 (right)

McHugh (2011) says of this image: “A
contemporary newspaper illustration, based
on the accounts given by police, shows him
being shot while attempting to flee” With

his hat firmly on his head, it does not seem
that Hall is still half asleep having just leapt
to his feet from a makeshift bed on the hard
ground. The raised right hand could perhaps
be taken to suggest that he was in the process
of surrendering when the police fired. Hall is
certainly not depicted with a weapon in hand.

Figure 3 (right) — a painting by William Marony, 1894

Here the bushranger is shown on the ground
and appears to have just been struck by police
bullets. In the right foreground, part of a small
campfire can be seen along with a billy and
what is probably a small bag of provisions. The
linear feature shown in Hall’s left hand could
be a horse bridle. (A minute or two could

be taken out of discussion of this to ensure
that students are aware of the bridle/bridal
homophones.) A revolver is on the ground in
front of the lying, apparently wounded, outlaw.

The relative size of the human figures is an
interesting feature. The police troopers appear Some teacher questions here might be:
to be too far away to be certain of scoring hits in

. . 1. How might the bushranger have lost his
their opening volley.

boots and been forced to go barefoot?

2. Why do you think the poet chose to
include this specific detail?

Figures 2 and 3 both show the bushranger
wearing substantial knee-high boots. By
contrast, Stanza 4 of Ogilvie’s poem has him
barefoot ‘Sketch to stretch”
As well as carefully reading and comprehending
the images, an associated activity would be
for students to produce images of their own to
He hid in the woods like a beast forlorn, represent various stages in the plot of Ogilvie’s
With a padded path to his lair. narrative poem. I first encountered this

activity in a PD program of yore that rejoiced

His clothes were rent by the clutching thorn
And his blistered feet were bare;

Ragged and torn, with his beard unshorn,
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A BUSHRANGER’S STORY — PART 2

in the name FLIP (Further Literacy In-service
Program). As acronyms go, that’s not a bad

one. As clearly illustrated by my own sample
below (Figure 4), no particular artistic ability is
required and stick figures are perfectly adequate.
The idea is to produce an image that represents
part of the meaning of the verbal text. My sample
relates specifically to Stanzas 14 and 15.

Ben Hall lay down on the dew-wet ground

By the side of his tiny fire;

And a night breeze woke, and he heard no

sound

As the troopers drew their cordon round —
And the traitor earned his hire.

And nothing they saw in the dim grey light,
But the little glow in the trees;

And they crouched in the tall cold grass all
night,

Each one ready to shoot at sight,

With his rifle cocked on his knees.
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Figure 4

A complete set of such images would constitute
a storyboard for a “digistory” version of the
poem consisting of appropriate still images,

a reading of the poem and some suitable
background music. I suggest that this could be a
useful designing task arising from the poem.

Other aspects of comprehension

The “sketch to stretch” activity is intended to
both promote and assess comprehension. It
could also be profitable to do some work with
multiple choice questions which, because of
NAPLAN, are now much more relevant to
English than was once the case. The teacher
could design some like the sample below and

I suggest that it is also useful to have students
create some of their own focusing on allocated

stanzas. This has the capacity to give students

a well-informed appreciation of how such
questions work. Careful reading will also be
encouraged as students will need to be able to
justify their proposed options, both correct and
incorrect, by reference to the text. The most
productive part of the activity is, of course,
discussion of what aspects of the text justify or
negate the various alternatives.

+ A NAPLAN style multiple-choice question
based on Stanza 13

Ben Hall lay down on the dew-wet ground
By the side of his tiny fire;

And a night breeze woke, and he heard no

sound

As the troopers drew their cordon round —
And the traitor earned his hire.

The most likely reason he had only a tiny fire was:
A. It wasn’t very cold.

B. There was little dry wood in the “sea of grass”
C. He didn’t want to attract attention.

D. He was confident the police had left the area.

Conclusion

I have still not yet completely “squeezed the
lemon dry” on teaching suggestions related

to the poem and folk song but this much is
probably quite enough for this outing. Perhaps
there may even be a Part 3.

As I also offered in the conclusion to Part 1, if
anyone thinks that the Powerpoint file used in
the workshop and/or the Word files of the texts
might be of use to them, they could be obtained
by emailing me at gazco48@bigpond.net.au .
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Presented to the Forty Seventh Annual General Meeting of
The English Teachers Association of Queensland, Inc.

This report aims to cover the activities and
interests of ETAQ during 2013.

Patron

Professor Catherine Beavis (Griffith University)
was elected for a third term as Patron at the 2013
AGM. During the year Professor Beavis has
continued contributing a regular Patron’s Column
for the Association’s journal, Words Worth.

Those elected at the 2013 AGM were:

Saturday 15 March 2014

Management Committee

The Management Committee met 10 times
during 2013 and a quorum was achieved on
each occasion except for the August meeting.
Tentative decisions taken at this meeting were
endorsed at the September meeting. Meetings
were held monthly except for January and
December. The February and March meetings
comprised members of the 2012-13 committee.

Position Name Meetings attended
President Garry Col'lins, part-time tutor at UQ School 10
of Education
Vice President Dr Kelli McGraw, QUT 8
Secretary Jenny Ivett-Hawes, Centenary SHS 3
Treasurer Trish Purcell 9
Membership Secretary Fiona Laing, Forest Lake SHS 8
1. Member Julie Arnold, Corinda SHS 8
2. Member Diana Briscoe, The Gap SHS 7
3. Member Bronwyn Darben, Runcorn SHS 9
4. Member Sophie Johnson, Stuartholme 7
5. Member Helen Johnston, Brisbane Grammar 6
6. Member Shauna O’Connor, Brigidine College 8
7. Member Debbie Peden, various schools 6
8. Member Michelle Ragen, Brisbane Grammar 7
9. Member Dr Stew Riddle, USQ 7
10. Member Matthew Rigby, Go Grammar Consulting 3
11. Member Leah Wells, Brisbane SHS 5
12. Member Melanie Wild, Corinda SHS 9

Ian Hoddinott attended the February and
March meetings as a member of the 2012-13
committee.

The following new members elected at last year’s

AGM in March attended the February and March

meetings as observers as shown: Leah Wells
(March), Melanie Wild (February & March).

Secretary

Jenny Ivett-Hawes found it necessary to resign
as Secretary in early July and Bronwyn Darben
volunteered to assume this role from the July
meeting.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Administration Officer

Trish Purcell continued in her role as the
association’s part-time Administration Officer
and was, in addition, elected to the position of
Treasurer.

Passing of former Treasurer & Admin Officer,
Jim Buckley

A very sad feature of 2013 for ETAQ was the
untimely death in February of Life Member
and former Treasurer and Admin Officer Jim
Buckley. Quite a number of members attended

Jim’s funeral and President Garry Collins gave
one of the eulogies.

To commemorate Jim’s fine contribution to the
Association over a very long period, financial
assistance provided to country and student
members to attend the annual state conference
will henceforth be called Jim Buckley Memorial
Scholarships.

Membership

The numbers of financial members of the
Association for the last three years were as
follows:

Year Life inlziligifii:e;l) Student | Retiree | Corporate Total EStiT::Eﬁetgtal #
2011 10 184 34 6 155 389

2012 10 191 38 8 177 424 3208
2013 9 175 23 6 166 379 2778

It is disappointing that we finished the year
with fewer members than at the end of 2012.
State ETAs have often experienced a spike

in membership in the year that they host the
national conference but, unfortunately, that was
not our experience on this occasion.

PD Activities

In Brisbane the usual pattern of face-to-face

PD activities was conducted during 2013 as
detailed below. In addition, PD events were also
conducted by the Toowoomba, and Townsville
branches.

Seminar 1

+ Date: Saturday 16 March 2013
+ Type: half-day seminar

+ Theme: Reading Teens

+ Format: keynote address plus suite of
supporting workshops

+ Keynote speaker: Professor Len Unsworth,
Griffith University — topic: From page to
screen: transmedia literary narratives and the
Australian curriculum in English

+ Attendance: 122 (well down on the equivalent
event in 2012)

+ Venue: Centenary High School.
+ Convenor: Jenny Ivett-Hawes

Beginning Teachers’ Day
+ Date: Saturday 27 April 2013

+ Type: Beginning Teachers Day — This was the
third year that ETAQ has run this activity.

+ Attendance: 50
+ Venue: Citipointe Christian College

+ Convenor: Ian Hoddinott

Seminar 2

+ Date: Saturday 17 August 2013
+ Type: half-day seminar

+ Theme : Across cultures

+ Format: keynote address plus suite of
supporting workshops;

+ Keynote speaker: author Alice Pung —
topic: - Writing and reading across cultures’

+ Attendance: 119
+ Venue: Brigidine College

«+ This time slot would normally have been
for our state conference but this was not
held this year because of the AATE/ALEA
national conference being hosted in Brisbane.

» Convenors: Julie Arnold & Shauna O’Connor

1

ETAQ 47_Issue l.indd a22

The English Teachers Association of Queensland

8/04/2014 10:30:58 AM



SECRETARY’S REPORT

After-school forum #1
+ Date: Tuesday 15 October 2013
+ Type: after-school forum

+ Topic: English Communication, Queensland’s
Year 11 & 12 English subject alternative for
less able students

+ Format: general discussion plus 2 short
teacher presentations

+ Attendance: 65
+ Venue: St Aidan’s Anglican Girls School

+ Convenor: Julie Arnold

Literary Breakfast

+ Date: Sunday 20 October 2013

+ Type: morning literary breakfast;
« Format: address with breakfast;

+ Guest speaker: Matthew Condon, author and
journalist;

» Attendance: 48

» Venue: Fountain View Room at The Summit,
Mt Coot-tha

+ Convenor: Julie Arnold

2013 AATE/ALEA joint national conference

After two years of separate AATE and ALEA
national conferences, 2013 saw a return to

the pattern of AATE/ALEA joint national
conferences with the event being held here in
Brisbane at QUT’s Kelvin Grove campus over
the period 4-7 July.

Full day Master classes were conducted
on Thursday 4 July. The conference proper
then commenced on the Thursday evening,
continued with full days on the Friday and
Saturday and then concluded early on the
Sunday afternoon.

The theme of the conference was Brave New
World: English and literacy teaching for

the 21* Century. This theme was intended to
provide opportunities to explore how English
and literacy teaching in schools are, and should
be, developing in the second decade of the 21st
century.

Queensland last hosted the national conference
in 2005 with the event being held at the (then)

new Gold Coast Convention Centre.

Preparation and planning for the national
conference stretched over several years. The key
Management Committee members involved
were:

+ Garry Collins: conference co-convenor with
ALEA State Director Dr Beryl Exley

+ Dr Kelli McGraw: member of the Steering
and Program Committees

« Fiona Laing: chair of the Trade Displays
Committee and member of the Steering
Committee

+ Michelle Ragen: co-chair of the Program
Committee and member of the Steering
Committee

Other members assisted with the actual conduct
of the conference and the associated social
activities.

The 2013 event was a significant success. There
were 712 registrations of which 593 were for
the full conference. The full time equivalent
attendance was 613 and a profit of around
$139,000 was realized. This surplus was divided
50-50 between ETAQ and ALEA. Of the ETAQ
share, 15% was remitted to AATE under a
standing arrangement for profit sharing for
national conferences. Consequently, the activity
added a little over $59,000 to ETAQ’s coffers.
This might seem like quite a lot but it needs

to be remembered that it is only every 8 years
that we have the opportunity to co-host the
national conference. In addition, there is always
the possibility of making a loss if things are not
adequately managed.

Thanks are extended to all members who
contributed to the success of the conference.

Utilizing digital technologies

A number of Management Committee members
attended a JCQTA PD session on webinars in
August run by Karen Bonnano of Eduwebinar.
The information provided was quite helpful to
the committee in providing potential ideas for
how digital technologies could be used in the
delivery of professional development but the
committee has elected to continue to look at
other software and modes of delivery.
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To this end, the Association trialed the use of a
Google ‘Hangout on Air’ to broadcast a session at
the English Communications afternoon seminar
on 15 October. This broadcast was somewhat
successful, with one of the sessions able to be
broadcast live via YouTube and the recording
also made available for viewing after the event.
Some limitations of the Google Plus platform
that was used to broadcast the seminar as a
Hangout on Air were: difficulties using school
wireless networks to connect to Google Plus; lack
of clarity for online viewers trying to read slides
and handouts. Future attempts to use this service
will be more successful if presenter slides are
provided beforehand to enable a ‘screen share’

to occur online, improving the clarity of written
resources. The members participating felt that
the link to a YouTube broadcast/recording was
easy to use, however alternative platforms for
delivering webinar-type services are still being
explored. Discussion is also ongoing in relation
to whether the Association should upload such
recordings to the members-only section of the
website, or whether to freely distribute some
parts of the material.

Assisted attendance at conferences

The Management Committee approved financial
support to assist three country members and
two Brisbane-based student members to attend
d the AATE/ALEA national conference in
Brisbane in early July. The support involved early
bird registration for all and $200 for each of the
country members to help defray the costs of
travel and accommodation.

Competitions

2013 ETAQ/IEUA-QNT/James Cook University
Literary Competition

The 2013 Literary Competition was an
outstanding success with 741 entries received
from across the State and Territory. Now in its
54 year, the event attracted submissions from
students in Years 6 to 12 and their teachers, from
both government and non-government schools.
It is gratifying to see that we have again recorded
a significant rise in interest for the Literary
Competition over previous years (2012 — 705;

2011 — 458; 2010 — 424; 2009 — 529). A vigorous
and collaborative promotional campaign by
ETAQ and IEUA-QNT almost certainly had a
positive impact on the increased submissions.
The quality of the entries received this year was
also exceptional with a number of the judges
having to labor over winners, place-getters and
the high commended entries. The winning
entries were published in the November issue of
the Independent Education Union of Australia
— Queensland and Northern Territory Branch
(IEUA-QNT) journal, Independent Voice.

A new venue was identified for this year’s
Presentation Evening: Wesley House in
Brisbane’s CBD. It replaced last year’s venue: the
Mt Coot-tha Gardens Function Centre. Wesley
House proved to be a practical and central
location for families and students. Many of the
recipients travelled from far-reaching parts of
Queensland including Cloncurry, Ingham, Sarina
and Toowoomba for the Presentations. Some of
these travelling writers were being acknowledged
not only for 1* Place but also for Highly
Commended submissions. Also, we continue to
attract entries from a diverse range of schools
with Hayman Island counting among the school
entries.

The opening address was conducted by Dr

Paul Giles, Assistant Secretary/Treasury of the
IEUA-QNT. Paul gave insight into the historical
beginnings of the competition reflecting on

the significance of its continuity since March
1959. In particular, Paul acknowledged that

this Literary Competition had enabled “many
thousands of students... to write and explore the
beauty of our language and its possibilities”. The
possibilities were explored further through the
wisdom and experience of our guest speaker,
Ms Helen Ross, a children’s author, an award
winning children’s poet and freelance writer.
Helen presented certificates and cheques to the
winners for the first segment of the evening.
During her address she gave an account of her
road to success and provided insights to support
the emerging literary talent in the audience.
Helen’s ‘tools’ for the Presentation included an
oversized devil’s fork which she explained she
would metaphorically use to goad herself to
write: and as a metaphor for her audience to

L}
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prod themselves into action and write daily.

This same prop was then used very effectively
by Mr Paul Sherman, a longtime associate of

the Literary Competition, who kindly recited a
winning poetry piece for a student in absentia. It
certainly brought this very commendable poetry
to life. It was also heartening to have Paul return
after his absence due to ill-health last year.

Thanks must also go to Mr Andrew Elphinstone,
President of the IEUA-QNT, who made the
presentation of certificates and cheques in the
second half of the evening.

We acknowledge the ongoing support and
sponsorship of the senior non-fiction section

by James Cook University. Sincere thanks must
also go to Rebecca Diep and her staff at Random
House in Sydney: Random House has continued
its support of the competition with age-related
& category-specific book prizes for each place-
getter.

Acknowledgement goes to all students

and teachers for their submissions, and
congratulations to the winners, place-getters
and highly-commended awardees. The 1* place
getters for 2013 are:

+ Section A — Non-Fiction Prose: Victoria
Hardingham, Cloncurry State School

+ Section A — Short Story: Georgina Kanowski,
The Cathedral School of St Anne and
St James

» Section A — Poem: Jess Vandersande,
Boonah State High School

+ Section B — Short Story & Poem, Rosie
McCrossin, Sandgate District State High
School

+ Section C — Short Story: Priyanka Iyer, Mary
MacKillop College

« Section C — Poem: Luana Lima, St Andrew’s
Anglican College

+ Section D — Short Story: Clare White, Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart School, Darra

+ Section D — Poem: Seisia Luxford, Ingham
State School

+ Section E — Short Story: Sue Grotherr,
Calvary Christian College

With the continued upsurge of entries, came
an increased workload for our judges. Sincere
appreciation and gratitude is extended to the
judges for their time, commitment and ability
in making sometimes difficult decisions in
determining prize winners and place getters
for this 2013 literary competition. These
tireless and committed individuals include Dr
Karen Moni, Pam Schindler, Esme Robinson,
Lisa Westcott, Chris Lynch, Garry Collins,
Zenobia Frost, Debbie Peden, Cindy Keong and
Dr Beryl Exley. What a great team of judges
you are! We were very pleased to welcome a
new judge in this year’s competition, Ms Pam
Schindler, who judged the Years 11/12 Poetry
division. My acknowledgement to Chris Lynch
who has judged for many years but who is
now unable to continue his fine work as one of
our poetry judges. We wish Chris well in his
new ventures. Special thanks to Garry Collins
who made a separate presentation at Sandgate
District State High School on 28 October to
present certificates, book prizes and cheques
to Rosie McCrossin, first place winner in the
poetry and short story categories of the Years
9 & 10 section. Rosie was unable to attend the
Presentation Evening.

Special commendation is extended to the
continuing support of the IEUA-QNT, especially
the excellent work of Kay Holloway, whose
tirelessness and commitment are fundamental
to the success of the competition. Recognition
also goes to Kay’s team — Rachel Black, Di Hurst,
Martin King, (Communications Manager) and
Michael Oliver (Publications Officer).Thank you!

Deb Peden will continue her enthusiastic and
efficient job as convenor in 2014.

Digital Story Competition

With continuing generous sponsorship

from Jacaranda (John Wiley) a digital story
competition was again conducted in place of the
Children’s Illustrated Book Competition that
had operated up to 2012. The number of entries
was again quite modest but it is hoped that
student interest in this activity will grow in the
future.
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Curriculum Matters
Australian Curriculum: English

As the F-10 component of Australian
Curriculum: English continues to be
implemented in schools this was an ongoing
influence on most PD activities conducted. It is
noted that the federal government has set up a
review of the Australian Curriculum and it will
be of keen interest to the association and its
members to see what this might deliver.

Interaction with the QSA

Most members will be aware that ETAQ, along
with all other subject professional associations,
has not had an ongoing formal relationship
with the Queensland Studies Authority since
its Syllabus Advisory Committees (SACs)

were replaced by Learning Area Reference
Committees (LARCs) in 2009. This is quite
unlike the more sensible situation that prevails
in most other states.

When Mrs Patrea Walton was appointed

as CEO (previous job title was Director) of

the QSA early in the year, ETAQ took this
opportunity to write to her to draw the situation
to her attention. In late February, as part of
her process of settling into the new role, Mrs
Walton conducted a consultation meeting
with representatives of subject associations.
President Garry Collins attended this meeting
on behalf of ETAQ and took the opportunity
to reinforce the issue of representation on the
LARC:s. In this, he was strongly supported by
all other representatives at the meeting. Mrs
Walton seemed genuinely puzzled as to why
the QSA should have thought it a good idea to
not have subject associations represented on
LARC:s. As reported in English Matters 2-13, the
Management Committee felt that, at the very
least, the LARCs issue was back on the QSA’s
radar. Unfortunately, senior staff changes in
Education Queensland meant that Mrs Walton
did not stay with the Authority very long.

ETAQ was pleased to have a delegation invited
to attend a meeting with QSA staff in late
August to discuss implementation of ACARA’s

senior English subjects. As noted in the

report on this meeting published in English
Matters 6-13, it was pleasing that the QSA and
ETAQ seemed to be currently generally on

the same page as regards the development of
QSA syllabuses from the ACARA materials.
We were advised that, at that time, it was
anticipated that the first cohort of Year 11
students to be taught under the new syllabuses
would probably start in 2016 at the earliest.
This may well now have changed as a result of
reviews instituted by the state government and
the likely federal government review into the
Australian Curriculum mentioned above.

AATE

AATE, the Australian Association for the
Teaching of English, is the umbrella national
body with which ETAQ and the other state
and territory English teacher associations are
affiliated. During 2013, Associate Professor
Karen Moni, the immediate Past President of
ETAQ, was in the second year of her 2-year
term as the national President.

As noted above, on behalf of AATE, ETAQ
jointly hosted the AATE/ALEA national
conference with ALEA Queensland. AATE
council also undertook several projects to
produce curriculum materials, mainly related
to the Australian Curriculum: English.

During 2013 President Garry Collins was
AATE President Elect and Fiona Laing replaced
him as the ETAQ delegate to AATE National
Council. Council business was conducted via
email, teleconferences and two face-to-face
meetings. One of these was held in Brisbane

in early July following the national conference
and the AGM was conducted in Melbourne

on the weekend 12-13 October. The AGM is
almost always held at English House, AATE’s
headquarters in Adelaide, but was run in
Melbourne on this occasion to enable a briefing
from AITSL staff to be part of the agenda.

Three reports on ETAQ activities were
provided for publication in the AATE journal
English in Australia.
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Book Sales

The bookstall which sells a selection of AATE
and Phoenix publications was well patronised
at the March and August seminars. The
financial results appear in the Treasurer’s
Report.

Branches

During 2013 branches operated in
Toowoomba, and Townsville under the
leadership of Donna Jones and Heather Fraser
respectively.

There was no formal ETAQ activity in Cairns
during 2013 but local members Stephanie
Wheeler-Sokolich and Anne Leeson have plans
for meetings in May and August 2014.

Publications

Words’Worth

Three issues of Words'Worth were distributed
to members in 2013 under the editorship of Dr
Stewart Riddle. Articles and teaching resources
included: literature film trailers; Indigenous
and Asian representations in film and literature
for the Australian Curriculum; rigour and
engagement in vocational English classrooms;
writing feature articles; as well as unit plans,
poetry, writing competition winners, book and
resource reviews.

English Matters

Seven issues of the 8-page print newsletter
English Matters were distributed.

Email Bulletins — ETAQ E-pistles

Communication with members was also
effected via more than 30 email bulletins
entitled ETAQ E-pistles.

Web Page

1997 saw the launch of www.etaq.org.au for
the first time. Its purposes were threefold:
provide information about the Association
and its activities, provide resources and links
of practical use to teachers of English, and to

The English Teachers
Association of Queensland Inc.

Providing professional support
and advocacy for English teachers

provide a discussion list. While it was rebuilt on
a few occasions during the ensuing years, the
web site remained fundamentally the same.

In early 2013 the Management Committee
commissioned the rebuilding of the web site

to refresh its look and feel and to increase its
functionality by taking advantage of some of the
web technologies which had been developed in
recent years.

After months of discussion, a new version of the
logo was chosen, incorporated into the web site
and the design features were then finalised. This
logo is now being used on the print materials.
ETAQ has also ordered three banners featuring
the new logo and design which will be on
display for the first time at the AGM and March
seminar.

The new site provides greater convenience

for teachers of English in that it allows new
members to join, existing members to renew
their membership and update their details,
members and non-members to register and pay
for seminars and conferences. All of this can be
done online.

Other enhancements include publishing the first
prize winning entries for the literary and digital
story competitions, greater recognition of Peter
Botsman Award winners and more information
about members of the Management Committee.
Some information about Life Members will be
posted later this year.

A priority is to provide more resources for
members. If you have something you think may
be suitable, please contact the Admin Officer
with details.

Peter Botsman Memorial Awards

No Peter Botsman Memorial Awards were made
in 2013.
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JCQTA On behalf of the committee, I would also like

. . ) . to wish our outgoing president Garry Collins
ETAQ continued its membership of the Joint all the best in his role as AATE president

Council of Queensland Teacher Associations for the 2014—2015 term. Garry has made
(JCQTA) with the President or Vice President

a considerable contribution to the English
attending meetings held at the Queensland

Teachers Association of Queensland in the

College of Teachers offices at Toowong. last decade or so, becoming president in 2005.
) His passionate defence of the profession and
Conclusion in particular standards of teaching English in

this state (and nation) has been nothing short
of formidable. His commitment to raising these
issues in various forums, including letters to
the editor, various advisory committees and
through our own E-pistle is renowned.

Having served as a committee member for a
number of years now, it is truly inspiring to
see the passion, time and tireless effort that
members of the Management Committee and

various sub committees give to the organization.
Finally, thank you, our members for your

continued support. I trust your membership
of ETAQ has brought you professional
development, new ideas and satisfaction.

Many thanks to Jenny Ivett- Hawes for her work
as Secretary for the first half of 2013. We also
give our appreciation to outgoing Management
Committee members Shauna O‘Connor and

Sophie Johnson. Bronwyn Darben

Secretary
1 March 2014

THE ENGLISH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION

OF QUEENSLAND INC.
— DARLING DOWNS BRANCH

Autumn Breakfast and AGM 2014

Saturday 10 May, upstairs at the Metro Café,
Railway Street Toowoomba

Topic: The Changing Face of Media:
is there any room for truth on the front page anymore?

Truth has become the ultimate victim in the lucrative business of media. Every day on the front pages of our
newspapers, on our television screens and on our newsfeeds, we see truth manipulated by sensational headlines,
photo-shopped images, selective reporting, and legal restrictions. This situation is exacerbated by a monopoly of
media ownership, increasing power of advertisers, a tendency towards payment for stories, and poor research in
the face of public demands for instant news. Educators have a vital role to play in training future generations —
raised on a diet of unquestioning social media — how to identify the truth when it is being deliberately clouded.

Join us for our first event of the year, breakfast with two prominent local journalists, Ally Martell and Merryl
Miller, who will share insights into the changing media landscape and its impact on representations of reality
and truth.

Registration from 8.15am with breakfast served at 9.00am Further information at: www.etaq.org.au/events.html

Please join us for our AGM which will commence at the conclusion of the speakers.

28 The English Teachers Association of Queensland
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NURTURING EMPATHY IN THE ENGLISH CLASSROOM

e all bring to the teaching of English

assumptions and preferences. One of my

assumptions and preferences is to see
subject English as a rich landscape for engaging
students both intellectually and in the affective
domain. We know that language, whether in
literary or non-literary usage, frequently conveys
more than impartial observations. Often it
conveys nuances of meaning and mood. Often
it elicits from the reader (listener/viewer) a
response which includes impressions, feelings,
interpretations and judgements.

Arguably it is a privilege, and possibly even

an obligation, to ensure that literary and non-
literary studies form part of the values education
of our students. This may become controversial,
depending on the exact values being espoused,
but I am proceeding in the belief that empathy is
a characteristic of all civil societies and therefore
a universally admired quality. I assume this
because moral imagination and empathy are
capacities that should lead to behaviours that
promote peaceful and respectful interactions
between people and minimise prejudice,
intolerance and bigotry.

Clearly, the consequence of these assumptions
is that English teaching is not, nor should it
try to be, an exercise in the merely technical
or deconstructive. It is, rightly, a subject of the
head and the heart. English runs the risk of
being a rather arid, lifeless, exercise otherwise.

It is interesting to note, in passing, that much
was written in the 1970s and 1980s about
values education and then there seems to be a
significant silence until quite recent times. This
may well correspond to the widespread adoption
of the assumptions of the post-modern project
and its view that all meanings are polysemic
constructions and therefore no firm basis for
any kind of ethical discernment. Arguably

one of the chief failings of post-modernism is
that it renders meaningful discussion of ethics
problematic or even impossible. Contemplating
the worth of empathy is clearly a form of ethical
discernment.

lan Hamilton
All Hallows’ School

Not surprisingly, the concept of empathy

can be definitionally elusive. Authors such as
Elizabeth Jeffers (1994) make the distinction
between empathy and sympathy, and empathy
and projection (the latter meaning how my

ego would feel if placed in the situation that I
observe occurring for another). Empathy is not
sympathy nor projection, because both maintain
the objectification of the other. Earlier writers
Gribble and Oliver (1973) had phrased the
distinction as “feeling with’, rather than the more
distanced “feeling for” Jeffers (1994) offered

this helpful thought: in sympathy I imagine my
pain and therefore feel sorry for you, whereas in
empathy I imagine your pain and in that sense
can make the “imaginative linking between
known experience and ontological possibilities”
(Jeffers, 1994). Thus moral imagination is not
sentimental, writes Gallo (1989), but cognitive:
more like a reasoned choice than a warm inner
glow.

Indeed writers like Wiseman (1978) describe it
as a disposition that is actually essential to adult
self-definition. This idea is similarly expressed
by Woodruft (1989) and quoted by Jeffers. He,
Woodruff, writes of empathy as a transformative
way of knowing the world that seeks matrices of
meaning beyond the ego! Sympathy may remain
at one remove — a kind of inactive kindness —
but empathy demands more of us.

All this begs the question of whether empathy
can be taught. (For the reasons given above, I
have assumed it should be taught). Schonert-
Reichl and Oberle have answered the question
in the affirmative?. They seem to concur with
earlier writers that endorsing socially positive
behaviours, and disapproving of socially
negative behaviours, is an obvious and effective
way of communicating values. In other words,
the dispositional nature of empathy can be
inculcated into students. Furthermore, at least
some practitioners of quantitative psychology
are comfortable with the idea of mapping

1 CfRoger Vilardaga’s (2009) way of describing empathy as “ a set
of congruent vicarious emotions that (are) other-oriented”
2 Can Empathy be taught? (2005)
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stages of empathetic development. Hoffman
(1984) named four levels of early progression:
firstly, no sense of separate self or other in
infancy; followed by a middle infancy sense of
physical (spatial) differentiation; followed by
later infancy awareness of personal feelings
and perhaps awareness of the feelings of others
and lastly, the potential to move beyond the
immediacy of here and now and engage in
increasingly sophisticated imaginings and
conceptualisations.

Whatever the worth of such models, they do
point to the idea that educational practices
could enhance the development of a potentially
empathetic world view. Most obviously,
imaginative engagement with texts has the
potential to aid readers to develop moral
imagination (that is, being able to imagine

the rights of other people, and being able to
recoil from the negative consequences of one’s
own unjust behaviour upon another). One
might posit that visualisation (for example,

of settings and characters) is an important
first step towards moral sensibility because

it reveals the human capacity to “realise” the
imaginable, which lays the foundations for
moral imagination, which lays the foundations
for sympathy, which lays the foundations for
empathy.

Empathy is an other-centred disposition

which can be nurtured by explicitly engaging
with the affective dimensions of texts. One
aspect of doing this successfully is to ensure
that students are aided to gain, and use, an
emotional vocabulary. The ability to verbalise
one’s own feelings, and imagine the feelings of
others, is key here and literature (in particular)
is a safe, richly crafted, place to explore feelings,
motivations, values and behaviours.

Other traditional aspects of literary studies,
such as exploring symbolism, metaphor, analogy
and allegory are also potentially useful ways to
enhance students’ understanding of feelings

and perceptions beyond their immediate ambit.
This may be particularly powerful if a text is
deliberately chosen because it requires students
to contemplate life experiences beyond their
own, for instance, texts requiring students to

be alert to the values, customs and behavioural
codes of exotic cultures. Such reading may

offer a portal to a more empathetic world view.
Indeed, there is, arguably specific emotional
benefits from choosing texts which may offer a
counterpoint to dominant peer perceptions. By
Socratic inquiry, discussions and even by silence
and meditation exercises, students may choose
to take up the invitation to place themselves “in
the shoes of another”.

In real world classrooms all this may be difficult
to achieve and it probably assumes sensitivity
to others, and considerate and courteous
interactions between students and staff, as the
highly valued norm. As we all know, such values
are not always evident in contemporary society.
Perhaps, all the more reason to honour the
affective domain in our curriculum.
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U ‘THE GREAT GLOBE ITSELF

—

September 2012: [ am at a teachers’ screening
of Shakespeare’s Globe’s 2011 All’'s Well

That Ends Well at Palace Barracks cinema in
Brisbane, watching Colin Hurley play Lavatch
in my favourite theatre. For a long time, I had
dreamt of working for the Globe’s Education
department. Little did I know that seven
months later, in April 2013, I would be in
London having lunch with Colin in the Green
Room (theatre-speak for the lunchroom) while
completing an internship at Globe Education.
Crazy dreams really do come true!

What followed was a whirlwind six months
watching shows, creating teacher resources,
being educated by eminent Shakespeareans,
even deputy stage managing a production!
It is impossible to detail all the wonderful
experiences. I will share what may benefit
you, and snippets from my diary for your
entertainment.

The current Bankside location is close to the original site

“This wooden 0” Henry V (Prologue.l4)

The Globe, on London’s Bankside, is a
reconstruction of the Elizabethan theatre built
by Shakespeare and the Lord Chamberlain’s
Men in 1599. It was memorably burnt down
by a canon used during a performance of
Shakespeare’s Henry VIII in 1613. The modern

. “We are such stuff as dreams are made on”
The Tempest (V1.i.165, 168—169)

Natalie Fong
Citipointe Christian College

The theatre without a roof © John Tramper

Globe was the vision of the late American
actor-director Sam Wanamaker. It was built
close to the original site, using authentic
craftsmanship and materials (though with better
fire precautions!) — thatch, and beautiful oak
that darkens over time. As Globe practitioners
and guides emphasise, the Globe is not an open
air theatre — it is a theatre without a roof. In
Shakespeare’s time, performances occurred
during daylight hours; in the modern Globe,
lights used for evening performances are fixed
to replicate daylight. A notable feature of the
Globe is that during daytime performances,
actors can see the audience’s faces; thus when
Chorus says “within this wooden O” in Henry
V, you can imagine him on stage inviting the
audience to imbibe “the air at Agincourt” These
interactions create a truly shared experience.

Seeing Shakespeare staged in its intended
space helps us to understand the plays better.
References to curtains, for example Hamlet
stabbing Polonius behind the arras, make sense
as the doors on stage are shielded by curtains.

Words’Worth April 2014 « Volume 47, Number |

ETAQ 47_Issue l.indd a31

31

8/04/2014 10:31:01 AM



THE ULTIMATE SHAKESPERIENCE PART TWO: ‘THE GREAT GLOBE ITSELF’

The Tempest: Jessie Buckley as Miranda with Roger Allam as
Prospero © Marc Brenner

And no guesses where the inspiration for

Romeo and Juliet’s famous balcony scene comes
from when you look at the stage. If a character
mentions Heaven or Hell they just look up at the
painted constellations of the canopy or down at
the trapdoor.

No additional technology is used. Where
pos