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Time  Activity Presenter/s 

8:30 - 9:00 Registration   

9:00 - 9:10  Introduction and welcome  Ben Lowrie, Principal St 

Laurence’s College 

Carley Elliott – ETAQ 

President  

9:10 – 9:50 Keynote 1 

“Can’t you just tell us when to teach them how to use an 

apostrophe?” The worthwhile struggle to cultivate agential 

preservice teachers in a compliance culture 

 

Dr Kate McLay 

10:00 - 10:50 Workshops S 2: 

2A. Staying in the career 

2B. Confessions of a science major teaching English: 

Learning the science of teaching English 

2C. Balancing the load: Utilising Cognitive Load Theory in 

the classroom for improved student learning and 

outcomes 

2D. Intro to Shakespeare: Where there’s a Will, there’s a 

way  

 

Hannah Lane 

Lily Kars 

 

Amelia Berlin, Sacha 

Smedley 

 

Rose Boylan-Ascione 

10:50 - 11:10  Morning tea, book sales and networking  

11:15– 12:05 Keynote 2 

The elegant simplicity of using the Australian Curriculum 

v9.0 in the English classroom 

 

Bonnie Becker and 

Virginia Ayliffe 

12:15 - 1:05  Workshop S 4 

4A: Beyond the swipe: Cultivating cognitive thinking in a 

culture of instant gratification 

4B: Navigating behaviour in the junior secondary English 

classroom 

4C: Crafting the creative: Purpose, Possibility and Practical 

strategies for creative writing 

4D: From nerves to know-how: Mastering parent 

communication that create connections 

 

Chelsea Clay 

 

Chase Woods 

 

Carley Elliott and Georgia 

Gard 

Lisa Magee 

1:05 Conference close   

Context 

Now in its fifteenth year, the Early Career Teachers Conference provides high quality professional 

development specifically tailored to English teachers in their first five years of practice, and to those who 

may be experienced teachers, but are new to teaching English. The conference also provides beginning 

teachers with the opportunity to boost their professional profile through seminar presentations. As such, 

this year’s program features sessions covering a range of professional and curriculum-related issues, 

presented by both emerging, and experienced English teachers.  

Ultimately, this professional development opportunity offers new-to-English, beginning and pre-service 

teachers the chance to extend their professional network, whilst attending workshops that offer practical 

strategies and ideas relating to the teaching of English 

 

This professional development opportunity offers new-to-English, beginning and pre-service teachers 

the chance to extend their professional network, whilst attending workshops that offer practical 

strategies and ideas relating to the teaching of English 



 

Keynote 1 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

What is English education for? In this keynote, Dr Kate McLay explores how English teaching 

and learning can and should be about more than curriculum ‘delivery’. In a climate 

characterised by standards framework, accountability metrics, and narrow definitions of 

teacher quality, Kate reflects on the everyday triumphs and tensions of English teaching—

those moments that really matter. Drawing on her experience as a secondary school English 

teacher, teacher educator and researcher, she invites teachers to consider how they might 

take ownership of their professional lives and help students do the same. This keynote is a 

call to resist reductionist narratives and reclaim English education as a deeply human and 

hopeful endeavour. 

Presenter 

Dr Katherine McLay is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Education at The University of 

Queensland, where she teaches and researches in the fields of English curriculum, teacher 

education, and educational technology. Before entering academia, Kate worked for over a 

decade as a secondary English teacher and curriculum leader in Queensland and Victoria. 

Her teaching and research are grounded in a sociocultural understanding of learning as 

intellectual, relational, emotional, and ideological. Kate’s scholarly work explores how 

students and teachers develop a sense of self in digitally saturated learning environments, 

and she is nationally recognised for her contributions to curriculum reform and teacher 

education policy. She has authored over 40 publications, including consultation reports that 

informed Version 9 of the Australian Curriculum, and recent work tabled at the National 

Inquiry into the Future of the Teaching Profession. Kate is a Fellow of the Higher Education 

Academy and a recipient of the HASS Teaching Excellence Award. She is passionate about 

supporting preservice teachers to become responsive, compassionate, and theoretically 

informed educators.  

“Can’t you just tell us when to teach them how to use an 

apostrophe?” The worthwhile struggle to cultivate agential 

preservice teachers in a compliance culture 

Dr Kate McLay, Senior Lecturer, 
Education, University of 
Queensland 
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Abstract 

Our curriculum is a practical tool for the English classroom. In this workshop, we will engage 

in activities that show how knowing the Australian Curriculum v9.0: English is a quiet but 

powerful act of professional agency—one that enables you to design learning that is both 

purposeful and flexible. Whether you are seeking practical strategies for your next lesson or 

a deeper understanding of curriculum design, this workshop will offer considerations to bring 

the curriculum to life in the classroom. The workshop includes a tour of the QCAA website, 

exploring resources to strengthen familiarisation and implementation of the Australian 

Curriculum v9.0: English. 

Presenters 

Virginia Ayliffe is Acting Manager and Bonnie Becker is Principal Project Officer: English 

and Literacy, Australian Curriculum K–10 branch at the Queensland Curriculum and 

Assessment Authority (QCAA). Both are experienced English teachers with backgrounds in 

Queensland schools. 

  

The elegant simplicity of using the Australian Curriculum 

v9.0 in the English classroom 

 

Virginia Ayliffe Bonnie Becker 



 

Details of Workshops

Workshop 2A 

Staying in the career 

Abstract 

I am hoping to connect with early entry 

teachers regarding the ‘five-year itch’ and 

potential for burnout in teaching. I believe that 

my ability to speak openly, honestly and in an 

accessible way regarding my professional 

experiences as a secondary teacher will spark 

curiosity and foster passion in others. The 

world has thrown a lot of personal adversities 

at me during the foundational years of my 

career that would make any young person 

question their pathway. However, I believe I 

have some simple, yet daily practices that will 

keep entry level teachers in the profession for 

a long time. I look forward to the opportunity to 

speak with you further and appreciate the 

opportunity to express interest in this event. 

Presenter 

Hannah Lane is a 29-year-old educator in 

Queensland. I was originally teaching in 

Melbourne and have been in the profession for 

6 years and counting. I am a driven, passionate 

young woman who hopes to make a difference 

in the lives of all that I meet. 

 

Workshop 2B 

Confessions of a science major 

teaching English: Learning the 

science of teaching English 

Abstract 

What happens when a science-trained teacher 

is suddenly handed a majority English load? 

Panic. Then … surprising growth and a 

newfound passion for the English world. In this 

workshop, I’ll share my journey from enduring 

English to reframing it by borrowing the 

inquiry, fun, and structure I loved from science 

and applying it to the English world. Along the 

way, I also discovered how English strategies 

could transform my science lessons. This 

session is for those who feel boxed in by 

subject labels or intimidated by areas outside 

their expertise. Walk away with practical 

strategies for building a flexible, cross-

disciplinary teaching identity and permission to 

design a practice that works for you. 

Presenter 

Lily Kars is a 2nd year English and Science 

teacher in Tully, FNQ. Looking for a challenge, 

she started her career in a rural setting and 

made the move back to her hometown to 

teach at her alma mater. Since then, she's 

been focused on bettering her craft, making 

her teaching style her own and building strong, 

long-lasting relationships with her students and 

fellow staff alike. She is extremely passionate 

about her teaching craft and strives to share 

that with other new or beginning teachers  

 

Workshop 2C 

Balancing the load: Utilising 

Cognitive Load Theory in the 

classroom for improved student 

learning and outcomes  

Abstract 

Balancing the load: Making Cognitive Load 

Theory work for you In the busy reality of 

today’s classrooms, it’s easy for students—and 

teachers—to become overloaded. This 

practical, research-informed session will 

unpack Cognitive Load Theory in plain 

language, exploring how to design lessons that 

challenge without overwhelming. You will build 

upon your strategies to reduce unnecessary 

load, maximise working memory, and support 

deep learning—so every student can focus on 

what matters most. It is important to 

understand that in a world of competing 

demands, effective teaching isn’t just about 

covering content—it’s about helping students 

retain and apply it. This session takes the 

principles of Cognitive Load Theory and 

connects them with the proven impact of 

retrievable practice to create lessons that stick. 

We’ll explore how working memory operates, 

why overload happens, and how to design 

learning sequences that keep essential 

knowledge accessible without swamping 

students’ cognitive resources. Whether you’re 

planning for new content, revisiting core 

concepts, or scaffolding complex skills, this 

session will equip you with research-backed 



 

tools to boost student confidence, and sustain 

engagement—without burning anyone out.  

Presenters 

Amelia Berlin is an experienced high school 

teacher across a range of subjects, 

specialising in English and Humanities, with 

nearly two decades of teaching experience. 

With a passion for mentoring early career 

teachers, she brings a wealth of classroom 

knowledge, insight and time management to all 

her subjects. She also enjoys discussing and 

collaborating with other teachers to create 

engaging resources for all to use.  

Sacha Smedley is a proficient high school 
teacher across the English and Humanities 
domains, with nearly ten years teaching 
experience. With a focus for supporting 
teachers and student wellbeing, she brings a 
range of knowledge from past experiences to 
the ever-evolving nature of teaching in the 21st 
century. 

 

Workshop 2D 

Intro to Shakespeare: Where there's 

a Will there's a way  

Abstract 

This workshop equips early career teachers 

with a practical toolkit to confidently introduce 

Shakespeare within their unique classroom 

contexts. With tailored resources and guidance 

from the Shake & Stir team, teachers will learn 

how to seamlessly integrate other learning 

areas into their English teaching, sparking 

moments of joy, curiosity, and meaningful 

curriculum connections. 

Presenter 

Rose Boylan-Ascione is the arts educator and 

the Education Manager at Shake & Stir 

Theatre Co. With a background as both a 

trained performer and an experienced teacher 

across primary and secondary levels, Rose 

brings a dynamic, hands-on approach to arts 

education. She supports educators across 

diverse learning areas, designing innovative, 

cross-disciplinary programs that spark 

creativity, encourage critical thinking, and 

foster active participation. Passionate about 

empowering teachers and inspiring students, 

Rose champions learning experiences that are 

as engaging as they are transformative. 

Session 4 

Workshop 4A 

Beyond the swipe: Cultivating 

cognitive thinking in a culture of 

instant gratification 

Abstract 

The independent acquisition of knowledge is 

no longer desirable when it is a luxury that 

lurks at our fingertips. Passive learning is not a 

new phenomenon; it is a commonly known 

‘trap’ that feels comfortable in the classroom 

but limits learner capacity for complex 

thinking. Chelsea Clay reflects how this has 

been amplified by the dopamine hit provided 

by an ever-evolving digital age and culture of 

instant gratification. She explores how 

technological advances offer users immediate 

connection and when school doesn’t offer the 

same, it becomes easy for our brains to go 

offline and rely on AI instead - meaning the 

traditional classroom trope fails to engage our 

contemporary learners. This found her 

reframing and reimagining her teaching 

practices to target active learning and resist 

insta-gratification, providing the tools for 

learners to be AI critics rather than consumers. 

This highlighted a triumph for herself and other 

early career teachers - quiet moments that 

matter when students ‘reboot’ and ‘reconnect’ 

and demonstrate active engagement, 

persistence, and curiosity. Chelsea will share 

activities that are ‘Monday morning ready’ that 

foster small shifts in teaching and learning 

practices that produce seismic changes in 

student mindset for meaningful learner growth. 

Presenter 

Chelsea Clay is an early-career teacher at St. 
Margaret Mary’s College in Townsville, North 
Queensland who is passionate about providing 
innovative, enthusiastic, and engaging learning 
experiences for her students. In her second 
year of teaching, she has taught across Years 
7 to 12, aspiring to ignite the same love for 
reading, writing, and learning she has within 
her students. She offers a fresh and vibrant 
perspective about English education through 
her seamless integration of curriculum, GRR, 
Game-based pedagogies and creative flair for 
successful learner outcomes. 

 

 



 

Workshop 4B 

Navigating behaviour in the junior 

secondary English classroom 

Abstract 

In junior secondary English, classroom 
management is just as critical to student 
success as curriculum knowledge. For new 
teachers working in challenging contexts, 
students’ behavioural needs can make 
achieving rigorous learning goals a challenge. 
This workshop will share “seven things I wish 
I’d known” about navigating student behaviour 
in English, blending my lived experience with 
research-informed strategies. I will outline 
practical approaches that balance authority 
with rapport and maintain student dignity while 
still hitting curriculum targets. Through real 
classroom scenarios, we will explore how to 
de-escalate conflict, re-engage reluctant 
learners, and harness the English curriculum 
as a tool for positive behaviour. Attendees will 
leave with practical, adaptable strategies and 
ideas for activities that reinforce engagement 
and reduce disruption. This session is 
designed for PSTs, early career teachers, and 
anyone seeking fresh, realistic perspectives on 
behaviour in English. 

Presenter 

Chase Woods began teaching secondary 

English in Term 3, 2025, after graduating from 

Queensland University of Technology. They 

currently teach Years 7, 8, and 9 in Logan, 

Queensland. Chase is passionate about 

creating lessons that feel relevant and 

meaningful to students, helping them find their 

own voice through reading and writing. 

 

Workshop 4C 

Crafting the creative: Purpose, 

Possibility and Practical strategies 

for creative writing 

Abstract 

Are you confident in the realm of the analytical 

essay, but tentative in the imaginative space? 

Moving from the fairly formulaic analytical to 

the endless potential of the imaginative can be 

daunting; however, by planning with purpose 

we can make the most of these opportunities 

and (we hope!) experience the joy of creativity. 

The first part of this workshop, from Georgie’s 

perspective as an early career teacher, will 

focus on imaginative writing units for years 9 

and 10, exploring some of the challenges 

Georgie has faced in her first year of teaching, 

and the big reasons and small triumphs 

available to early career teachers of English. 

The second part, drawn from Carley's 

experience as both a teacher and practitioner 

of writing, will share a wide range of tips, texts 

and practical strategies for creative writing 

classrooms. While there will be a stronger 

focus on years 10-12, most material could be 

adapted to the middle years English classroom 

as well. 

Presenters 

Carley Elliott has been an English teacher for 

over 20 years and a HOD for over 10 years, in 

Catholic and Independent schools in Central 

Queensland and now in the southeast corner. 

With a Master of Letters in creative writing, 

Carley has a passion for learning and writing 

imaginatively in English classrooms. She has 

presented at numerous ETAQ events, written 

for Words’Worth and is learning Korean in her 

spare time. 

Georgie Gard is an English and drama 

teacher in her first year of teaching, having 

spent the previous decade in an education 

support role. She graduated with distinction 

from the University of Southern Queensland, 

receiving a faculty medal for academic 

achievement. In this first year in the profession, 

she has found success and joy in bringing 

elements of her drama education into the 

English classroom, particularly in the teaching 

of creative writing.  

 

Workshop 4D 

From nerves to know-how: 

Mastering parent communication to 

create connection 

Abstract 

Contacting parents and making phone calls 

can feel daunting for early career teachers, but 

these small moments offer the potential for 

meaningful connection, clarity, and student 

support. This practical, confidence-building 

workshop explores how to prepare for, deliver, 

and reflect on effective phone conversations 

with families. Through real-life scenarios, 

simple planning strategies, and communication 

tips, early career teachers will learn how to 

turn phone calls into purposeful interactions 



 

that celebrate progress, address concerns, 

and build positive partnerships. This session 

highlights how even a quick call can spark joy, 

reveal deeper purpose, and create lasting 

possibilities for students and teachers alike. 

 

Presenter 

Lisa Magee is an experienced English teacher 

at St Laurence’s College, with over two 

decades of expertise in classroom practice 

and educational leadership. A dedicated 

mentor and accomplished educator, she is 

committed to supporting colleagues in 

developing professional confidence and 

embracing innovative pedagogical 

approaches. Lisa brings a wealth of practical 

insight to the field of teacher development, 

particularly in fostering effective partnerships 

with parents and caregivers. Her work equips 

early career teachers with the strategies and 

confidence required to engage in purposeful, 

constructive communication that enhances 

student learning and wellbeing. 

 

 

Registration 

Register at www.etaq.org.au 

Cost: members of ETAQ and pre-service teachers $50, non-members $75 for face-

to-face participation. Online access: members $35; non-members $52  

 

1. Change of persons registered Sometimes schools may need to substitute one teacher for 

another on their registrations. This is fine but please notify the change to the Administration 

Officer so that we can prepare the appropriate Certificate of Participation, name tag and 

Individual program. 

 

2. Many schools prefer to receive an invoice for registration and pay on that rather than pay at 

the time of registration. We are happy to offer this convenience, but it must be recognised that 

registration commits you to payment. 

 

3. Cancellation Policy If you register and later wish to cancel, the following will apply: 

a. Cancel your registration by 6 October, you will receive a full refund of the face-to-face 

component of your registration fee and access to recorded sessions. 

b. Cancel on 7 October, you will receive a refund of 50% of the face-to-face component 

of your registration fee and access to recorded sessions. 

c. From 8 October no refund is possible, but you will receive access to the recordings. 

This program constitutes 3.75 hours of CPD 

Rural and regional members 

You are very important; we don’t want you to miss out on any professional learning or other services. 

As is our usual practice, we will be recording the keynotes and a workshop in each session. Register 

now so you will get access to the recordings and any other materials that may accompany the 

recordings. These will be available within a week of the conference. 

Members in the southeast corner who are unable to attend on the day may also wish to register for 

online participation. 

 

http://www.etaq.org.au/



