
N
ow the major works have finished 
and the construction dust has 
settled, Trish has had time to enjoy 
life in her overhauled house. It’s 
been an opportunity for reflection, 
which Trish’s mother has been 

happy to fill with feel-good memories.
“Mum reminded me the other day that 

when I was 12, I used to dream about having a 
property with a creek,” Trish says. 

Trish’s childhood dream is now reality, and 
then some. She and husband David have a 2ha 
property at Karana Downs with no less than the 
Brisbane River winding through it. After moving 
from Morayfield and renting in the area to “get 
the lie of the land”, Trish and David bought the 
house in 1998. 

“It wasn’t the best house on the street, but 
to me it was the best location,” says Trish, who 
names the massive Moreton Bay fig dominating 

the outlook from the kitchen as one of the 
selling points of the property. In 2004, the 
couple decided it was time to look at renovating 
the house to suit the changing dynamics in their 
family of four daughters and one son. 

“People asked us why we wanted to make 
the house bigger when the kids were leaving 
the nest, but they’re always coming back,” 
Trish says with a laugh, as one daughter, on 
the brink of finishing university, passes through 
the kitchen where natural light fills the room 
despite the miserably overcast day. 

That light is due to the high-level windows 
architect Tania Coward included in the designs 
for the renovation. She thoughtfully positioned 
the windows where they could be cleaned from 
the outside by standing on the roof.

Despite the wonderful landscape surrounding 
the house, its original layout was anything 
but outward looking. Tania changed that by 

including more windows and door openings so 
there would be views from almost anywhere in 
the house. She also added a new wing, which 
sits behind the original building, but higher 
up on the slope of the block. It’s positioned 
there, Tania says, to get the airflow and cooling 
breezes that come up from the river and over 
the main house. 

In this new wing, there’s Trish and David’s 
room, two other bedrooms sharing access to a 
main bathroom, and a home office. A walk-in 
storage area completes the layout. 

As well as the major changes to window 
placement in the original house, Tania also 
rejuvenated the guest quarters. This self-
contained area, which used to be the main 
bedroom, has an ensuite and kitchenette. 

In other areas, walls that made vital floor 
space virtually useless were pulled out. 

“Where the laundry is now, there used to be a 
series of alcoves, a bizarre set of little rooms, so 
I removed the walls to make it one open space,” 
Tania says. She took the same approach in the 
kitchen-dining area.

“The family used to eat meals at a table in a 
room next door to the kitchen. This room was 
not in proportion because it had a high ceiling 
but not the width to balance that height. It felt 
incredibly narrow.” 

A formal sitting room is separated from the 
now open-plan kitchen and dining area by a 
bricked partition in which the sitting room’s 
fireplace is set. “The fireplace is one thing from 
the original house that I had to keep,” says 
Trish. But the pokey rooms and lack of light she 
was happy to forego.

“The size of the original 
rooms was a reflection 
of the era (early 1970s) 
in which the house was 
built,” Tania says. “But for 
this family, they weren’t 
working.” They’re certainly working now as the 
house feels as if every room is used to its full 
potential.

Like the boughs on the huge Moreton Bay 
fig, the children may be branching out, but they 
know they’ll always have their roots firmly in 
this patch of Karana Downs. 
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Trish’s childhood 
dream is now reality, 

and then some

Walls came down and windows repositioned 
                 to give this 1970s home a better outlook

SpACE SHUFFLE ... the house was rejigged to create 
more room.  � Photographs • Richard Waugh
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Sight
improvement

Leaking Showers Waterproofed

SHOWERFIX
12 YEAR WARRANTY - NO TILES REMOVED

tel: 1300 733 869
Resealing – Regrouting – Waterproofi ng

Tile and Soap Dish Repairs – Mouldy Silicone Seals
Jobs under $3300 only

QBSA

latemore
design

1055247

extension experts
unique new houses
heritage building designers
units and townhouses
pavilions
small lot

59 Chermside St Grange 3356 9051 www.latemoredesign.com.au
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Domayne® stores are operated by independent franchisees.

FORTITUDE VALLEY, BRISBANE
Level 1, Homemaker City, 1058 Ann St.

3620 6600
(Free underground parking)

shop online
Anywhere,
Anytime

Unit 1, 28 Sumners Rd, DARRA                     

AUSTRALIAN MADE
IN OUR OWN WORKSHOP

$1699 ‘ELEGANCE’ 2-SEATER FABRIC SOFA
UPHOLSTERED IN MONTE CARLO NATURAL AND ROYALE NATURAL 

100% PURE AUSTRALIAN FABRIC BY WARWICK, WHICH IS 
AVAILABLE IN A EXTENSIVE COLOUR PALETTE.

www.loungesandsofas.com.au 3376 7222

CHOOSE FROM OVER 3000
WARWICK FABRICS

NEW RANGE
of imported leather lounges

in 100% Italian leather.
OVER 18 NEW MODELS READY TO BUY

ALSO AVAILABLE:
‘ELEGANCE’ 3-SEATER FABRIC SOFA $1999

‘ELEGANCE’ CHAIR $1499
OPEN 7 DAYS

Units range from $325k, 2 bed ens $845k for penthouse shown 3 bedroom units

Now you can own a new luxury waterfront Bribie Island 
apartment from $425k*...   Brisbane CBD just 45 minutes

Imagine your own luxury beachside retreat on 
undiscovered Bribie Island from just $425k*

Luxury waterfront 
apartments 
prerelease

• Boutique complex
• Ducted air
• Large private decks
• Lock up garages
• Imported fi xtures
•  2 Bed Ensuite $425k
• Garage/Air/Deck

•  3/4 bedroom 
sky units... from 
$665k

• Double Garage
•  Private elavator 

access
• Security entry
•  1 minute walk 

to waterfront

171 Welsby Pde Bongaree
Open this Sat & Sun 10-3pm

Call now - Alan Wilkins

(07) 3216 0511
O   ce at Breakfast Creek Rd, Brisbane, 4010

ROLLER BLINDS

TIMBER VENETIANS 

SUNSCREENS

ALUMINIUM
SHUTTERS

AUSTRALIA’S MOST AFFORDABLE SHUTTERS & BLINDS   
THERMOSHIELD

SHUTTERS
Thermoshield is made from 100% 
polyresin material – NOT PVC.  Created 
to look and feel like wood, they will not 
fade, crack, chip or peel and never need 
painting.  Our Thermoshield shutters 
are fi re retardant, UV stabilized to 
avoid discolouration, durable, energy 
effi cient to save money, and will last 
longer than any other shutter.

COSMOPOLITAN
SHUTTERS & BLINDS

www.cosmopolitanshutters.com.au

BRISBANE
2/908 Kingsford Smith Dr

EAGLE FARM
3268 5699

GOLD COAST
35/38 Kendor Street

ARUNDEL
5563 7440

SUNSHINE COAST
114 Nicklin Way

WARANA
5493 8900
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