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“A book is like a 

garden carried in the 

pocket.” 

     Chinese Proverb 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and 

their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our 

respects to them and their cultures, and to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Always was, always will be. 

HATS AND UNIFORM REMINDER 

As the warmer weather approaches, please remember that hats are 

required for all outdoor play. Students without a hat will need to stay 

under the activity verandah for their own sun safety. Summer is also the 

perfect time to double-check uniforms—students should be wearing their 

GDC polo shirt with black shorts, pants, or a skirt. Let’s all take pride in 

looking our best and showing our school spirit! 

If your child has lost the school hat they received this year, please visit the 

Finance Office to purchase a new one. 

 

CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT 

We’re proud to share that new rubbish bins have been placed around 

the school to help us look after our environment. It’s important that we all 

take responsibility for keeping our school grounds clean and tidy. By 

putting rubbish in the right bins, we can make sure our yard stays litter-

free and beautiful for everyone to enjoy. 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS 

A huge thank you to all the parents, carers, and community members 

who have generously volunteered their time to help out at swimming this 

term. Your support—whether it’s assisting poolside, helping with groups, or 

cheering on our swimmers—makes a big difference and helps each 

session run smoothly and safely. We truly appreciate your enthusiasm, 

energy, and commitment. Our swimming program wouldn’t be possible 

without you! 

 

SAVE THE DATE – JUNIOR SCHOOL SHOWCASE! 

Our Junior School students have been working hard and are very excited 

to share their talents at our Showcase Night on Thursday, 27th November. 

Each class has been busy practising their performances, and we can’t 

wait to see their creativity and confidence shine on stage. This special 

evening is always a highlight of the year, and we hope all families can 

come along to celebrate our students’ wonderful achievements 

together. 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

If you’re planning to leave GDC in 2026, please let us know. We’re starting 

to plan ahead and just want to make sure we’re prepared. If you already 

know your plans or think there might be changes coming, just give us a 

heads-up. Thanks for keeping us in the loop! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

WEEK 4  

Tuesday 4th Nov @ 10.45am 

VOLUNTEERS’ MORNING TEA 

in the Activity Room 

 

PLANETARIUM excursion 

 Yr2/3s: Wednesday 5th Nov 

Yr3/4s: Friday 7th Nov 

 

 

 

 

WEEK 5 

Tuesday 11th Nov @ 11.30am 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

REMEMBRANCE DAY ASSEMBLY 

in the Pavilion 

 

Wednesday 12th - Friday 14th Nov 

Roonka Yr 6 CAMP 

 

 
 

Ph. ((08) 8521 2400 

 Barnet Road, Evanston,  

South Australia 5116 

 

  

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 17th Nov 

PUPIL FREE DAY  

 

Thursday 20th Nov @ 1.30pm 

ASSEMBLY 

in the Pavilion 

 

 

 
 

 

 

tel:0885212400


 

 

  

 

MEET THE      

STAFF 

           

 
Stacey Brown 

 
Hello! 

I’m Stacey, and I’ve been at 

Gawler District College for 

nearly two years now, 

supporting the middle primary 

students in the Ochre building. I 

absolutely love helping the kids 

reach their goals and watching 

their progress along the way. 

 

When I’m not at school, I’m 

usually spending time with my 

husband and our two kids. 

We’re big sports fans, our 

weekends are often filled with 

games, whether we’re cheering 

on our kids or watching the 

Crows, Carlton, Adelaide 36ers, 

or the Thunderbirds. We also 

love heading out for camping 

adventures in our camper trailer 

whenever we can! 

 

I feel so lucky to be part of such 

a wonderful school community 

and can’t wait for more fun, 

learning, and laughter with the 

Ochre crew this year! 

 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

  

Julie Stockdale  

 Head of Junior School R-6 
Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

 Michaela Selway 

 Acting Assistant Head of 

Junior School , Learning 

Support Leader & AIT 

 

 Skye Miller  

Wellbeing Leader & AET 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Connecting with friends and others is very important to children and 

young people. They can spend a lot of time on social networking sites 

and apps such as Instagram, WhatsApp, Snapchat, Discord or TikTok. 

MOST REQUIRE USERS TO BE OVER 13 YEARS OF AGE. 
This is for legal reasons and does not mean children this age have the 

maturity to cope with social media. They do not require proof of age. If 

you provide access for a child under 13 years it is important to supervise 

their use as there can be many risks. 

Encourage your child or young person to: 

• communicate with others on social media in a respectful, kind 

way 

• set privacy settings so their profile is only seen by people they 

intend, and check settings often 

• decide whether to use a nickname, avatar or an image of 

something they like instead of their photo 

• let you view their profile and ‘friend’ you or accept you as a 

‘follower’. Explain your reasons 

• realise most messages and images they share can be 

accessed, saved, manipulated and distributed by others. 

Personal information may be misused or their identity stolen 

• get permission from friends and others before putting photos of 

them online and ‘tagging’ them. ‘Tagging’ provides information 

about the person’s activities and creates a link to their profile 

they may not want. They could ask their friends to do the same 

for them 

• ensure geolocation data is turned off and metadata not 

embedded when sharing photos 

• understand the risks of ‘friending’ people, accepting ‘followers’ 

or ‘chatting’ with people they don’t know in real life. They may 

not be who they say they are and intend harm. This is called 

‘catfishing’ 

• learn how to report abuse or inappropriate content 

• tell you or another trusted adult if anything concerns them. 

Assure them they won’t be punished or have devices taken 

away. Remind them to collect evidence before blocking or 

deleting offending material 

• understand there may be consequences if they 

engage in bullying behaviours. 

Some young people may set up decoy or fake accounts parents are not 

aware of - reasons could include wanting to hide their online activities 

or to anonymously cyberbully someone. 

It can help to set up your own social 

networking accounts so you know how they 

work. Keep talking to your child/young person 

and check in regularly about their online 

world. 

 

mailto:Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au


  
 

MEET THE      

STAFF 

           

 
Rebecca De Vincentis 

 
Hello! 

  

My name is Rebecca, although I 

prefer to be called Bek.  

I joined the Gawler and District 

College B-12 community in July 

this year, having moved across 

from Melbourne, Victoria! 

I’m passionate about supporting 

students to achieve their 

personal best at school and 

delivering content in a way that 

suits their individual needs, 

including a play-based learning 

approach.  

Since living in South Australia, 

I’ve enjoyed exploring the 

Middleton and Victor Harbour 

areas, as well as the Barossa 

Valley.  

I enjoy going to the beach to 

swim and surf, getting creative 

with scrapbooking and hosting 

friends for delicious food and 

games nights most outside of 

school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our cubes near the Upper 

Primary playground have 

been beautifully repainted 

by Aboriginal artist Scott 

Rathman. They look 

amazing!  

The story behind the cubes, 

as shared by Scott, is 

that “every sunrise brings a 

new opportunity for new 

beginnings — a chance to 

grow, connect and learn. 

Each day invites us to build 

new relationships and 

strengthen the ones that 

guide us. We walk the paths 

shaped by those who came 

before, whose knowledge 

lights the way for our own 

learning journey and grounds 

us in our connection to this 

place.” 

These cubes remind us that 

every day at school is a new 

opportunity to learn, grow 

and stay connected to each 

other and to Country. 

 

 

CUBES IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL 

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

VOLUNTEERS’ MORNING TEA 

This week, our school community came together to celebrate and thank our wonderful volunteers at a special 

Volunteers Morning Tea, beautifully organised by our Wellbeing Leader, Skye Miller. 

The morning was filled with warmth, gratitude, and delicious food, as our volunteers were treated to a 

scrumptious spread of homemade treats and morning tea delights. It was a small gesture to show our immense 

appreciation for the time, care, and energy our volunteers give so generously throughout the year. 

Our school leaders delivered a heartfelt speech, expressing gratitude for the many ways our volunteers support 

our school — from classroom help and event organisation to reading with students and assisting on excursions. 

Their words truly captured the spirit of community and the positive impact our volunteers have every day. 

As a token of appreciation, each volunteer received a small gift of thanks, recognising their invaluable 

contributions and ongoing support. 

It was a beautiful morning filled with smiles, conversation, and connection — a reminder of how lucky we are to 

have such dedicated and caring people within our school community. 

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers for everything you do. You make a real difference! 

 

 

  

 

 
  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


