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“Books are the bees 

which carry the 

quickening pollen 

from one to another 

mind.” 
James Russell Lowell 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and 

their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our 

respects to them and their cultures, and to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Always was, always will be. 

               HOUSE TEAMS EMBRACE THE VALUE OF GENEROSITY 💛  

         This term, our House teams are proudly focusing on the important 

value of GENEROSITY 🤝 . Each House has nominated a charity to 

support, giving students the chance to experience the joy of giving while 

raising funds for meaningful causes 🌟 . As part of this initiative, students 

are invited to dress according to the theme of each special fundr aising 

day and bring a gold coin donation 👕 . 

On 25th July, Yarta House led the way by raising over $300 for The Pyjama 

Foundation 💤 , helping support children in foster care through increased 

awareness and much -needed funds 📚 . 

Next up is on Thursday 7th August, students are invited to wear jeans 👖  

and donate a gold coin for Jeans for Genes Day ña national campaign 

supporting the Children's Medical Research Institute and vital research 

into genetic diseases 🧠🔬 . 

Then on Wednesday 20th August, Tirntu House, will be celebrating Daffodil 

Day 🌼 . Daffodil Day is a key fundraising event for the Cancer Council, 

offering hope for better treatments and brighter futures for those affected 

by cancer 💛 . Students are encouraged to wear yellow to school and 

bring a gold coin donation to show their support 🌞 . 

Thank you for helping our students embrace kindness and experience the 

real impact of giving! 💕👏  

DRIVE WITH CARE ï KEEP OUR STUDENTS SAFE! 

We remind all parents and carers to drive safely and responsibly around 

our school. Please stay within the speed limit at all times ñevery kilometre 

over can make a big difference when children are nearby. Be especially 

patient with our student pedestrians,  who may be small and 

unpredictable. It's important to obey all parking signs, including No 

Standing zones, to keep everyone safe and sightlines clear. Do not drop 

students off while stopped on the roadñthis creates serious hazards for 

both your child and others. Letõs work together to keep our school 

community safe and respectful.  

🚻  NEW TOILETS 🎉  

Weõre excited to share that weõve now installed 4 brand new junior-sized 

toilets specially designed for our youngest learners! 👦👧  

 Two toilets are located in the Blue Building and two in the Ochre  

These new facilities are more age -appropriate and much more 

comfortable for our Reception and Year 1 students, making bathroom 

breaks easier, quicker, and less daunting for little ones who are still getting 

used t o school routines.  
🚽💙  We know this little change will make a big difference!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

WEEK 4  

NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 

Tuesday 12th Aug  

HIRAGANA COMPETITION 

Thursday 14th Aug  

WELLBEING DAY 

 

 

 

WEEK 5      BOOKWEEK 

Wednesday 20th Aug  

DAFFODIL DAY 

Wear yellow- gold coin donation 

 

Thursday 21st Aug @ 9.15am 

BOOKWEEK PARADE 

 
 

Ph. ((08) 8521 2400 

 Barnet Road, Evanston,  

South Australia 5116 

 

  

 

WEEK 6 

Monday 25th Aug @ 6pm 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 

 

Thursday 28th & 29th Aug 

FATHER’S DAY STALL 

 

Thursday 28th Aug @ 1.35pm 

ASSEMBLY 

 

 
 

 

 

tel:0885212400


 

 

 

  

 

MEET THE      

STAFF 

           

 
David Deboer 

 
Hello everyone, my name is David 

DeBoerñMr. DeBoer or Mr. D to 

the students. Itõs been a pleasure 

to join the GDC community, and I 

appreciate the warm welcome 

from students, staff, and parents.  

I began my teaching career in 

Canada, working in outdoor and 

museum education before 

becoming a Primary School 

teacher. I also taught in Tokyo for 

over two years, which was a 

c ulturally enriching experience. 

Since moving to Adelaide in the 

early 2000s, Iõve taught in both 

public and independent schools, 

mainly in primary and middle 

years. I enjoy teaching the Arts, 

History, Geography, Maths, and 

English. 

My wife and I have three  adult 

children, a one -year -old 

granddaughter, and a 

Labradoodle named Miika. We 

love traveling ñespecially to 

Japan and Canada ñcamping, 

hiking, gardening, and enjoying 

Adelaideõs beautiful outdoors. I 

sometimes bring my guitar to play 

around the campfire.  

Iõm excited to continue working 

with your children here at GDC.  

 

 JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

  

Julie Stockdale  

 Head of Junior School R-6 
Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

 Michaela Selway 

 Acting Assistant Head of 

Junior School , Learning 

Support Leader & AIT 

 

 Skye Miller  

Wellbeing Leader & AET 

 

 

In our KUMA CONNECTION TIME last week , we focused on 

preparing our students for Sports Day in Week 9 by exploring what it 

means to be a good sport.  

Our learning intention: We are learning to be a good sport by 

showing fairness, encouragement and respect during games and 

activities. Students work ed  with their buddy to reflect on what good 

sportsmanship looks, sounds and feels like.  

 

By the end of the session, students were  able to identify that being a 

good sport mean t taking turns and following the rules, cheering for 

others and celebrating effort, and staying calm and kind whether 

they win or lose. Theyõll also be encouraged to support their buddy 

in being a good sport to o. 

This will help set everyone up for a positive and inclusive  

SPORTS DAY experience.  

 
 

  

How c ozy d id our students look in their favourite PJs !  

On Friday Week 1, we celebrated National Pyjama Day to help 

raise awareness and vita l funds for children living in foster care.  

Thank you to everyone who donated a gold coin and supported 

this meaningful cause ñ your kindness makes a real difference!  

 

  
  

On Friday Week 2 our Year 

6 students were invi ted to 

attend SUBJECT EXPO in 

the gym. The purpose of 

this day wa s to help 

students learn more about 

the subjects that offered at 

GDC  and where these 

subjects can take them.   
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MEET THE      

STAFF 

           

 
Dennis Powis 
 

Gõday everyone, my name is Dennis 

or Mr. Powis to many of the students,  

and I am really excited to be a part 

of the GDC community. I am new to 

teaching as this is my first year 

outside of university; graduating in 

2024 and being appointed as the 

new P.E teacher for Term 3 has been 

a challenging yet exciting 

experience. I grew  up in South 

Australia and have many hobbies 

such as reading comics/novels, 

playing video games, travelling, 

trying out different foods of culture 

and collecting various items I am 

passionate about. I have a beautiful 

fiancé who I met in high school who 

is also a teacher fresh out of 

university. I have a passion for English 

and Drama in the education field as 

I have always enjoyed those subjects 

during my schooling career and am 

lucky to have been appointed the 

position of P.E teacher which will  
expand my k nowledge and skills at 

becoming adept at teaching. I am 

looking forward to getting to know 

the community during this term and 

preparing the students for Sports Day 

will be a challenging yet rewarding 

endeavour.   

 

 

        

 

Winter's Night In ï A Cosy Success! 

Our Winter's Night In on Friday was a heart -warming success! 

✨  Excited children arrived dressed in their cosy pyjamas  and 

slippers, armed with pillows, blankets, and fluffy friends  🛌🧦 , 

ready to snuggle up and enjoy a special movie night 🎬🍿 . 

The atmosphere was full of warmth and joy as everyone sipped 

on delicious mugs of warm Milo ☕  and munched on 

scrumptious cookies 🍪 . An array of enticing treats and fun 

favours were available for sale 🛍️ 🍭 , adding to the festive 

spirit. A wonderful night was had by all ð both students and 

staff ð and weõre already looking forward to the next one! 

🎉💫  
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📚🎉  BOOK WEEK IS ALMOST HERE! 🌟  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get ready to step into a story and  

"📖  Book an Adventure!" 

This yearõs Book Week theme is all about exploring new 

worlds, meeting incredible characters, and diving into 

the magic of reading! 🌍 ✨  

👩‍🎨 🧑‍🚀  Costume Fun for Everyone ï Grown-Ups Too! 

Parents and carers ñwe know you usually focus on 

dressing up the kid s, but this year it's your time to shine 

too! 🌈💃  

Weõve got 🎁  prizes 🎁  for the best dressed adults, so 

raid your wardrobe, get creative, and join the fun! 🎭  

💡  Need Costume Ideas? 

Think big adventures and bold characters! Here are a 

few ideas to spark your imagination:  

🏴‍☠️  Pirates sailing the seven seas  

🧑‍🚀  Astronauts blasting into space  

 Brave explorers discovering the unknown  

📚  Characters from your favourite books  

🎉  Whether it õs handmade or store -bought, it's all 

about having fun and celebrating the stories we love! 

💖  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

🌟 ✨  Letõs make this Book Week the most adventurous 

one yet! See you there in costume! 🎒📖🎊  

 

Children's Book Week 2025 will be held from  August 16th to August 

23rd  and the theme is "Book an Adventure".  This year also marks 

the 80th anniversary of the event.  The theme encourages children 

to explore new worlds and embark on literary journeys through 

reading.  The Children's Book Council of Australia (CBCA)   

is the organiz ation behind this annual celebration .  

 

 
 

 

https://cbca.org.au/


 

  

  

 



 

 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 


