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 “A book is like a 
garden, carried in 

the pocket.” 
Proverb,  

Unknown Origin 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and 
their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay our 

respects to them and their cultures, and to Elders past, present and emerging. 
Always was, always will be. 

               School Monitor Crossing Training 
         We are proud of the students who have participated in school 
crossing monitor training, learning how to support the safe movement of 
students and families before and after school. Offering their time in this 
way reflects a wonderful commitment to service and helps keep our 
community safe. We thank our monitors for their responsibility, leadership, 
and willingness to contribute positively to the wellbeing of others.  
School Dental Van Visit 
Recently, the School Dental Van visited our school, providing students with 
convenient access to dental check-ups and preventative care. These visits 
are an important way to support students’ health by checking teeth and 
gums, identifying any concerns early, and promoting good oral hygiene 
habits. Having this service available at school helps remove barriers for 
families and ensures more students can access essential dental care. It 
also reinforces the importance of looking after our teeth as part of 
maintaining overall wellbeing. We appreciate the opportunity for our 
students to benefit from this valuable service and thank families who 
returned consent forms to allow their children to participate. 😊😊 
School Uniform 
Wearing the correct school uniform each day helps build a sense of pride, 
belonging, and respect for our school community. We ask families to 
support students in wearing appropriate uniform, including correct 
footwear and hats, so that everyone is ready to participate safely and 
confidently in all aspects of school life. 
Diary Use and Reading 
Student diaries are an important tool for communication between school 
and home. We encourage students to read each night and record their 
reading in their diary, with parents signing the diary weekly to 
acknowledge and support this routine. Regular use of the diary helps 
students develop organisation skills and keeps families informed about 
learning and upcoming events. 
Being Ready for the School Day 
Students are encouraged to arrive at school by 8:30am so they have time 
to attend Breakfast Club, unpack their belongings, and prepare for the 
day before learning begins promptly at 8:45am. 
From this week, the Junior and Primary playgrounds (NOT COLA & OVAL ) 
will be open for morning play between 8:30am and 8:45am. To maintain 
duty of care and ensure student safety, two teachers will be on duty 
supervising these areas. As a result, the classrooms of the teachers on duty 
will be closed during this time. This supervision will operate on a rostered 
system across the school, ensuring students are safely supervised while 
enjoying some morning play before the start of the learning day. We 
appreciate your support in helping students arrive on time and ready 
                         for a positive start to the day. 😊😊 

               Ngaityalya, 
                   (Kaurna, thank you) 

                     Julie                               
 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

WEEK 7  

Monday 10th March  
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 
Wednesday 12th March  

NAPLAN Writing 
 
Thursday 13th March  

NAPLAN Reading 
 

Friday 14th March  
NAPLAN Language Conventions 

Ph. ((08) 8521 2400 
 Barnet Road, Evanston,  

South Australia 5116 
 

  

 

WEEK 8 

Monday 17th March  
NAPLAN Numeracy 

Friday 20th March 
HARMONY DAY 

TERM ONE DISCO 
 

 
 

 

 

WEEK 9 

Monday 23rd – 27th March 
Parent-Teacher Interviews 

 
Thursday 26th March 

Assembly 
 

 

 
 

tel:0885212400


 

  

 
MEET THE      
STAFF 
           
 
 
Gurpreet Singh 

Hi, 

My name is Gurpreet Singh and 
I started my career in teaching 
in 2011. I am a Special 
Education teacher and joined 
GDC in 2019. 

 I love working with children with 
special needs and feel very 
privileged to contribute in their 
learning journey. Watching 
them taking tiny steps and 
growing in skills and confidence 
makes me proud and gives me 
immense satisfaction. 

My wife and I  have a teenage 
daughter and we love binge 
watching on Netflix. Watching 
cricket and travelling with my 
family are my other favourite 
pastimes. 

 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
  
Julie Stockdale  
 Head of Junior School R-6 
Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
 Michaela Selway 
 Junior School Inclusion & 
Pedagogy Leader & AIT 
 
 Skye Miller  
Junior School Wellbeing & 
Engagement Leader  

  

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC LESSONS  
IN THE JUNIOR SCHOOL 

We are so pleased to share that a group of our students is now 
participating in weekly woodwind lessons at school every Tuesday with 

Mark Heinjus, Instrumental Music Teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Students have the opportunity to learn a woodwind instrument of their 
choice while developing skills in reading music, playing, and performing. 
Lessons are held in small groups for 30 minutes and also provide 
opportunities for students to work together in a band-style setting.  
The students are thoroughly enjoying the experience and are showing 
great enthusiasm for learning something new. The program is provided 
through the Department of Education, with instruments initially supplied 
during lessons.  
Learning a musical instrument offers many benefits and plays an 
important role in supporting creativity, confidence, and brain 
development. 🎶🎶 

                
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We’re excited to continue growing the music opportunities in our Junior 
School. Thanks to the strong interest from students, we’ve been able to 
add an extra music lesson to help build even more enthusiasm for next 
year. This will be a recorder class, aimed mainly at our Year 4 students. 
Students are participating in a regular lesson where they are learning 
the basics of reading music, rhythm and playing together. Recorder is a 
great starting point for young musicians, helping them build confidence 
and develop their skills. Our hope is that students who start with 
recorder this year will be able to move on to other instruments next 
year, helping our school music program continue to grow and giving 
more students the chance to discover a love of music. 🎶🎶 

mailto:Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au


 

 

  

 

 

 

OUR TERM ONE DISCO 
IS NEARLY HERE 

 

 

WEEK 9 

 

**notes going home Wednesday 
Week 7 

DON’T FORGET TO BOOK A TIME 
 

Tickets can be 
purchased with 
cash from our 
Junior School 
Front Office or 

by card at 
College Central 

Finance. 

Lots of fun treats 
for sale. 

Our DISCOS are 
always a great 

event to 
celebrate a 
super term. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term Miss Ros’s class and Miss Mon’s Year 2/3s,  
 will be introducing Makers Empire. 
 
 
Makers Empire is an award-winning, curriculum-aligned 3D design app and program that students can use to 
create anything they can imagine and design 3D solutions to real-world problems that can be then 
printed/prototyped with a 3D printer.  
 
Recent UniSA research shows that Makers Empire improves students’ spatial reasoning (the key indicator for 
future success in STEM), reduces STEM anxiety and helps close the STEM gender gap in children.  Plus, a 12-
month Macquarie University research study showed that primary school students who used Makers Empire 
improved their creative, critical thinking, design thinking and digital skills. Students were highly engaged with 
the 3D technology and solving genuine design challenges – it helped boost their confidence and resilience 
when dealing with setbacks.  
Unlike free 3D design software/apps, Makers Empire: 
 

● Has been designed specifically for K-8 students; 
● Is easier to use, especially for younger students; 
● Is extremely fun and engaging; and 
● Is accredited by Education Alliance Finland for pedagogical quality. 

We’ll be sending a note home with your child(ren) to explain how they can continue learning at home with 
Makers Empire. The app is free to download and use at home and students can use the same account that 
they do at school.  
For more information and to download Makers Empire onto your family/child’s device visit their Makers 
Empire website.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.makersempire.com/for-parents-guardians/
https://www.makersempire.com/for-parents-guardians/


   

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

  

 



  

 



  

 



 

 

 

 


