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FIRST READING
Isaiah 55:1-11
Oh, come to the water all you who are 
thirsty; though you have no money, 
come! Buy corn without money, and 
eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk. 
Why spend money on what is not 
bread, your wages on what fails to 
satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and you 
will have good things to eat and rich 
food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to 
me; listen, and your soul will live.

With you I will make an everlasting 
covenant out of the favours promised 
to David. See, I have made of you a 
witness to the peoples, a leader and a 
master of the nations. See, you will 
summon a nation you never knew, 
those unknown will come hurrying to 
you, for the sake of the Lord your 
God, of the Holy One of Israel who 
will glorify you.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be 
found, call to him while he is still 
near. Let the wicked man abandon his 
way, the evil man his thoughts. Let 
him turn back to the Lord who will 
take pity on him, to our God who is 
rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, my ways not your 
ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, 
the heavens are as high above earth as 

my ways are above your ways, my 
thoughts above your thoughts.

Yes, as the rain and the snow come 
down from the heavens and do not 
return without watering the earth, 
making it yield and giving growth to 
provide seed for the sower and bread 
for the eating, so the word that goes 
from my mouth does not return to me 
empty, without carrying out my will 
and succeeding in what it was sent to 
do.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
You will draw water joyfully from the 
springs of salvation.

SECOND READING
1 John 5:1-9
Whoever believes that Jesus is the 
Christ has been begotten by God;
and whoever loves the Father that 
begot him loves the child whom he 
begets.

We can be sure that we love God’s 
children if we love God himself and 
do what he has commanded us; this is 
what loving God is –  keeping his 
commandments; and his command-
ments are not difficult, because 
anyone who has been begotten by 
God has already overcome the world; 
this is the victory over the world – our 

(Continued page 2)

NOARLUNGA/SEAFORD 
CATHOLIC PARISH CENTRE
Cnr Goldsmith Drive and Honeypot 
Rd, (PO Box 406) NOARLUNGA, 
SA 5168 Phone: 8382 1717 

(Please leave a message outside 
office hours and we will get back to 
you as soon as we can) 

Email:  nswcp@tpg.com.au

Web:  www.noarlunga-
 seafordparish.org.au 

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday - Friday
10.00am - 3.00pm

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
• PARISH PRIEST

Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in an emergency 0452 524 169; 
jponnambal@gmail.com)

• ASSISTANT PRIESTS
Fr Prathap Katta 
(8382 1717)
Fr Arul Dev
(8382 1717) 

• PARISH MANAGER/
NEWSLETTER 
Mrs Toni Fishlock - 0417 801 241; 
fishlock11@tpg.com.au
(Please submit newsletter items to 
the Parish Office by 11.30am each 
Wednesday)

• SEAFORD 
Sr Bernie Sontrop SGS – SEM 
(Catholic Community Coordinator 
- 0400 035 462)

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159

BAPTISM OF THE LORD  - YEAR B Vol 9 : No 08

Noarlunga/Seaford Catholic Parish 
Welcome to 



09/10 January, 2021 • Page 2

comes to an end with the feast of the 
Baptism of Our Lord. Christmas is the 
feast of God’s Self-revelation to the 
Jews, and Epiphany celebrates God’s 
Self-revelation to the Gentiles. At his 
Baptism in the Jordan, Christ reveals 
himself to repentant sinners. The 
liturgical season of Christmas comes 
to a conclusion this Sunday with the 
celebration of the Baptism of the 
Lord.
Neither John nor Jesus invented 
baptism. It had been practiced for 
centuries among the Jews as a ritual 
equivalent to our Confession. Until 
the fall of the Temple in 70 AD, it was 
common for Jewish people to use a 
special pool called a Mikveh -- 
literally a "collection of water" – as a 
means of spiritual cleansing, to 
remove spiritual impurity and sin.
Men took this bath weekly on the eve 
of the Sabbath; women, monthly.
Converts were also expected to take 
this bath before entering Judaism. The 
Orthodox Jews still retain the rite. 
John preached that such a bath was a 
necessary preparation for the 
cataclysm that would be wrought by 
the coming Messiah. Jesus transform-
ed this continuing ritual into the one 
single, definitive act by which we 
begin our life of Faith. In effect, He 
fused His Divine Essence with the 
water and the ceremony. 

“Vatican News”

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(11 January - 17 January)

• Monday,11: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 1 (Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:21-28)

• Tuesday, 12: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 1 (Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28)

• Wednesday, 13: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 1 (Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39)

• Thursday, 14: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 1 (Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45)

• Friday, 15: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 1 (Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12)

• Saturday, 16: Weekday, Ordinary 
Time 1 (Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17)

• Sunday, 17: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (1Sam 3:3-10, 19; 1 Cor 
6:13-15, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42)

faith. Who can overcome the world? 
Only the man who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God: Jesus Christ who 
came by water and blood, not with 
water only, but with water and blood; 
with the Spirit as another witness – 
since the Spirit is the truth – so that 
there are three witnesses, the Spirit, 
the water and the blood, and all three 
of them agree.
We accept the testimony of human 
witnesses, but God’s testimony is 
much greater, and this is God’s 
testimony, given as evidence for his 
Son.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
John saw Jesus approaching him and 
said: This is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world.

GOSPEL
Mark 1:7-11
In the course of his preaching John the 
Baptist said, ‘Someone is following 
me, someone who is more powerful 
than I am, and I am not fit to kneel 
down and undo the strap of his 
sandals. I have baptised you with 
water, but he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit.’
It was at this time that Jesus came 
from Nazareth in Galilee and was 
baptised in the Jordan by John. No 
sooner had he come up out of the 
water than he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit, like a dove, 
descending on him. And a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 
Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

REFLECTION FOR
THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM 

OF THE LORD
The Baptism of the Lord is the great 
event celebrated by the Eastern 
churches on the feast of Epiphany 
because it is the occasion of the first 
public revelation of all the Three 
Persons in the Holy Trinity, and the
official revelation of Jesus as the Son 
of God to the world by God the 
Father. Hence, it is described by 
all four Gospels. It marks the
beginning of Jesus' public ministry. 
The Christmas season, celebrating the 
Self-revelation of God through Jesus, 

COMPLIANCE WITH 
REGULATIONS

(Current - updated 14 December)
• Attendees at Mass must maintain 
social distancing of 1:2 sqm.
• Funerals are capped at 200 people, 
whilst maintaining 1:2 sqm.
• Weddings are capped at 200 people,
whilst maintaining 1:2 sqm.
• No beverage or food consumption (ie
cup of tea after Mass)
• Singing as a congregation is to be 
avoided.
• Except for families and household
groups, people should socially distance. 
There should be no physical contact 
outside one’s family or household group.
• There should be no shaking of hands
or holding hands during the Mass.
• Every gathering must record contact 
details - either with the QR code for 
smart phones, or the handwritten log - 
both located at the entrance to the 
Church.
• Hand sanitizer is to be available at
church entrances.
• Offertory procession will be omitted.
Communion is given only in hands.
Precious Blood will not be distributed
• Collection plates will not be passed
around but a single drop point is
provided at the churches.
• Holy Water is not available at the
doors of churches.
• All surfaces should be cleaned at
least daily, with special attention
given to frequently touched surfaces.
• Sick and high risk/vulnerable people
should be encouraged not to attend.
• Care should be taking at the dismissal
and on leaving the church to minimise 
social contact.
• The obligation for Sunday Mass for
the laity HAS NOT BEEN
RE-INVOKED at this stage.
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PASTORAL CARE
If you need a Priest for anointing of the sick or last rites

 contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 
Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


