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FIRST READING
Acts 2:1-11
When Pentecost day came round, the 
apostles had all met in one room, 
when suddenly they heard what 
sounded like a powerful wind from 
heaven, the noise of which filled the 
entire house in which they were 
sitting; and some-thing appeared to 
them that seemed like tongues of 
fire; these separated and came to rest 
on the head of each of them. They 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and began to speak foreign 
languages as the Spirit gave them the 
gift of speech.
  
Now there were devout men living 
in Jerusalem from every nation 
under heaven, and at this sound they 
all assembled, each one bewildered 
to hear these men speaking his own 
language. They were amazed and 
astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all 
these men speaking are Galileans? 
How does it happen that each of us 
hears them in his own native 
language? Parthians, Medes and 
Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, 
Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt 
and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; 
as well as visitors from Rome – Jews 
and proselytes alike – Cretans and 
Arabs; we hear them preaching in 

our own language about the marvels 
of God.’

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 103:1, 24, 29-31, 34
Lord, send out your Spirit,
and renew the face of the earth.

SECOND READING
Galatians 5:16-25
If you are guided by the Spirit you 
will be in no danger of yielding to 
self-indulgence, since self-
indulgence is the opposite of the 
Spirit, the Spirit is totally against 
such a thing, and it is precisely 
because the two are so opposed that 
you do not always carry out your 
good intentions. If you are led by the 
Spirit, no law can touch you. When 
self-indulgence is at work the results 
are obvious: fornication, gross 
indecency and sexual 
irresponsibility; idolatry and sorcery; 
feuds and wrangling, jealousy, bad 
temper and quarrels; disagreements, 
factions, envy; drunkenness, orgies 
and similar things. I warn you now, 
as I warned you before: those who 
behave like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. What the Spirit 
brings is very different: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
trustfulness, gentleness and self-
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Simple. But how difficult it is to 
remain aware of that nearness. We’re 
aware of the busy, the loud, the fast in 
our world, but trying to be always 
aware of the silent, constant, life-
giving nearness is like trying to be 
always aware of your own breathing. 
For most of us, it’s only in moments 
such as when your hot water suddenly 
turns icy cold and leaves you gasping 
that you realise how much you need 
and desperately want that next breath.

Without that breath, we die. This is 
more than metaphor: it is reality. “We 
must will to believe in such a nearness 
- in the Holy Spirit,” says Rahner, and 
this is what we celebrate today: the 
nearness of Christ, the nearness of 
God, the breath that will never be 
taken away, that is keeping you alive 
in this very instant so that you may 
whisper, “Thank you”.

As you go out, the Holy Spirit goes 
with you. The Spirit of 
questioning will lead us to fresh 
understanding. The Spirit of 
persistence will save us from 
discouragement. The Spirit of 
compassion will call us to caring. The 
Spirit of adventure will have us leave 
routine in the dust. The Spirit of 
community will give us joy as we 
work with others. We know the Holy 
Spirit goes with us. Rely on the 
Spirit. Amen.                   GPBS eNews

THIS WEEK’S READINGS
(24 - 30 May)

• Monday, 24:  OUR LADY, HELP of 
CHRISTIANS ( Prov 31:10-13, 
19-20, 30-31; James 3:13-18; Lk 
1:39-56)

• Tuesday, 25: Weekday, Ord Time 8 
( Sirach 35:1-12; Mk 10:28-31)

• Wednesday, 26:  St Philip Neri 
( Sirach 36:1, 4-5, 10-17; Mk 
10:32-45)

• Thursday, 27: Weekday, Ord Time 8 
( Sirach 42:15-25; Mk 10:46-52)

• Friday, 28: Weekday, Ord Time 8 
( Sirach 44:1,9-13; Mk 11:11-26)

• Saturday, 29: Weekday, Ord Time 8 
( Sirach 51:12-20; Mk 11:27-33)

• Sunday 30: The Most Holy TRINITY 
(Deut 4:32-34, 39-40; Rom 8:14-17; 
Mt 28:16-20)

control. There can be no law against 
things like that, of course. You cannot 
belong to Christ Jesus unless you 
crucify all self-indulgent passions and 
desires.
Since the Spirit is our life, let us be 
directed by the Spirit.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful and kindle in them the 
fire of your love.  Alleluia!

GOSPEL
John 15:26-27, 16:12-15 
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I 
shall send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who issues from the 
Father, he will be my witness. And 
you too will be witnesses, because 
you have been with me from the 
outset.
‘I still have many things to say to you 
but they would be too much for you 
now. But when the Spirit of truth 
comes he will lead you to the 
complete truth, since he will not be 
speaking as from himself but will say 
only what he has learnt; and he will 
tell you of the things to come. He will 
glorify me, since all he tells you will 
be taken from what is mine. 
Everything the Father has is mine; 
that is why I said: All he tells you
will be taken from what is mine.’

 

TAKE A DEEP BREATH
What do these things have in 
common: wind, water, fire, tongues, 
and a dove? They are all biblical 
metaphors for the Spirit of God - and 
they all fail to capture the fullness of 
that divine presence. Yet 
paradoxically, the Spirit who so 
eludes our definition is closest to us, 
is the fulfilment of Jesus’ promise: “I 
am with you until the end”. The 
American songbook refers to such 
nearness in human relationships in 
this tune: “It’s not the pale moon that 
excites me / That thrills and delights 
me / Oh no, it’s just the nearness of 
you”. Just capitalise the Y in you.
The celebrated Jesuit theologian Karl 
Rahner declares that the Holy Spirit is 
the “nearness of God”. Profound. 

COMPLIANCE WITH 
REGULATIONS

(May 2021)
Different rules apply for Churches with 
fixed or non-fixed seating. Please check 
with your Church for details on how 
seating will be handled.

• For fixed seating 100% of available 
seats may be used, provided 100% of 
attendees wear masks. If 75% of seats 
are used, masks are not necessary.

• The non-fixed seating capacity is 
worked on 3:4sqm. No masks are 
required for this density. Masks are 
essential for anything more than the 
capped density.

• Singing as a congregation may 
recommence, provided masks are worn.

• No beverage or food consumption (ie
cup of tea after Mass)

• Social distancing is still recommended. 

• There should be no shaking of hands
or holding hands during the Mass.

• Every gathering must record contact 
details - either with the QR code for 
smart phones, or the handwritten log - 
both located at the entrance to the 
Church.

• Hand sanitizer is to be available at
church entrances.

• Offertory procession will be omitted.
Communion is given only in hands.
Precious Blood will not be distributed

• Collection plates will not be passed
around but a single drop point is
provided at the churches.

• Holy Water is not available at the
doors of churches.

• All surfaces should be cleaned at
least daily, with special attention
given to frequently touched surfaces.

• Sick and high risk/vulnerable people
should be encouraged not to attend.

• Care should be taken at the dismissal
and on leaving the church to minimise 
social contact.

• The obligation for Sunday Mass for
the laity HAS NOT BEEN
RE-INVOKED at this stage.
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PASTORAL CARE
If you need a Priest for anointing of the sick or last rites

 contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 
Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).


